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Board Meeting Thursday, January 3rd 7pm
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Dan

General Meeting - Thursday, January 17th 7pm
Belgrade Alliance Church, Hoffman & Cameron Sts

Planning our 2008 schedule of events
Please try to attend
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Thursday, January 17th , 7pmat the Belgrade Alliance Church

Come - bring your ideas
We will have goodlies and coffee for you and lots of camaraderie
We will also have a brief talk on GallER, by Jennifer Mohler, BCH member (see pg 8)

Our January general meeting is important. It is your opportunity to bring and express y
ideas. Would you like to lead a trail ride on one of your favorite trails or participate with
one of the trail crews on a chosen trail? We will be scheduling the 2008 events and dat
the annual Poker Ride, Defensive Horsemanship Clinic, trail maintenance, trail rides, i
door winter riding, various committees and ideas on monthly programs.We are an acti
Club-i nt eresting and exciting. Letds make

Congratulations

To Gallatin National ForestDistrict Ranger, Jose Castro, and his family :

al | , it liasnouvde Ddniel gameseCastedeived a Congressional nomln-a-
: ¢ tion to the US Air Force AcademyHe already had received an appointment fld8AFA and ¢
:thIS was the last step.

3
I

:We are extremely happy he will be joining his "big bro" Jokss of 2009) there, next year, as
- a member of the Class of 2012his was a great Xmas gift from Montana Congressman Denny

g R e hbelosg. O :
New members: Terry & Linda Threlkeld
Pete Narclerio 12140 Gooch Hill
Box 444 Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730
Immigrant. MT 59027 763.4068
333.4406 mtchromeapp@msn.com ridger Feed
BackpackPA@aol.com B §

Address and email change H

Pat Fritsch George Zanck W g o e N1 . gu d
PO Box 3163 P.O. Box 11737 sponsor
Bozeman, MT 59772 Bozeman, MT 59719
587.9732 570-6405

TwosocksPat@netzero.net moneymttrs@gmail.com
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A WEEK OR TWO MAKESby Janice Cartwright

Remember the calf shipping day a few weeks
ago ? It was gale force winds, freezing rain, ant
a whiteout snow storm. Well, this day made up
for it. First of all, we started an hour later.
That s al ways better

half gale force. Cows move much easier with the
calves out of the pictureCows move easily when
theydove already made the tr
times! Al'l of this feasyo all ow
_ ride and the early morning scenery. Diane Fuhr-

e __ man helped me haul my two loads of bovines to
F P L Belgrade from Axtel Anceny area. In case you

didndét know, cows are much
and really load down a trailer. By the way, Diane and | are available for ranch hand work if
anyoneneedsuX ou know, A Wi | |IsaMooneelsd-stillrridirg oud tbere®

*kkkkkkkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkkkkkkk

Wanted:

Does anyone know who made that Artichoke & Sundried Toin#te hot appetizer at the
Christmas party?? | loved it and would like to have the reGipanks,

Jan Wiltse, 586.359fluanewiltse@yahoo.com

Natural Horsemanship Explained from Heart to Hands by Robert Miller, DVM .

Dr. Millerés book is not a Ahow to book. o | n
observation and experimentation. He shares his reasons why certain behaviors cause fear in

horses and how he proves that conditioning, desensitizing, rewards, and timing help horses over
come suchinstinciSsand on the ani mal 6s own terms. A gooOCc

New book- copyright 20074 The Lyons Press$24.95

MEMBERSHIP DUES - R - due

Members- you have done well renewing your memberships for 2008. We thank you. However, there are
some that need a little reminder. Next month, February, may be your last issue and | thought you might
like to know. An application was sent to all members in Oct. Maybe you lost or misplaced it? If so, you
can download and print one from our web sitettp://www.bchmt.org/gvbch/default.htrar | will have
applications on hand at the January General Meeting, Thursday, January 17th for our 2008 scheduling of
events- which you may not want to miss! Thanks from Jiffie
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Presidents Report for January 2008

Happy New Year! I was hoping someone el se woul
but you are stuck with me for another year.

Congratulations to our newly elected officers and directors. | would like to welcome Jim All-
bright as our new Vice President and Amy Hathaway as our new Secretary. | would also like to welcome
our new and returning director®an Porter, Larry Thomas, Stacy Bragg. Duane Wiltse was elected by
our Board of Directors at the December meeting to
also be an Officer. Jim Albright will also be our State Director and Stacy Bragg will be our Alternate
State Director. | want to thank our outgoing Secretary Nancy Winget for her great work the past year. |
also want to thank Bob Steinman for his past year as Vice President and taking on the chair of the Poker
Ride. | want to also thank Brenda Kessler for returning as our Treasurer for another year.

| am going to present the MVP award at the January meeting because the awardee was not able
to make it to the December party. The same person was also the winner of the silver belt buckle for get-
ting the most new members for our c¢club | ast year.
the multi talented Janice Cartwright. Janice has always been there when | needed someone to take on a
project. | started with Janice stepping in for Dan Alderman when he had to step down as director. Janice
then put on the Horse Safety Clinic and opened it
on a tack sale at the same time. Janice has been holding riding clinics for new and old members along
with being the trail boss for several rides. Janice also helped out immensely with our Poker Ride in get-
ting the trail marked among many other duties. Thank you Janice for all the good work you do for the
Back Country Horsemen.

| want to also thank some individuals who have helped make last year such a great success. |
want to thank our new member Sherrie White for all of her work on the Poker Ride and also for getting
the posters done for the Horse Safety Clinic and her work on the trail crews with her husband Ron. |
want to especially thank Jiffie Hale for her work as the newsletter editor and taking on the additional
duty in keeping the membership records and getting the packets and word out to our members. The trail
crew leaders Larry Thomas, Chick Hale, Wally Becker and Ron Rassley did a wonderful job keeping
our trails cleared this year and | want to thank all of the folks that participated in the work crews. If you
can spare a day or two next year you should consider helping one of these fine gentlemen on a trail pro-
ject. You will be glad you did. | want to thank Kay Tate for her work on the trail crews and for taking
pictures and putting together a writp on each ride so people know what we do for the trails. | also
want to thank Dan Porter and Wally Becker for taking on the Steak Ride which we invited the Gallatin
Saddle & Harness club to this year. The steaks were excellent as always!

The Christmas party was huge success thanks to Jiffie for all of her hard work in lining up the
barn and the band. | want to especially thank Lee Hart for his generous donation of his amazing Barn for
the party. | also want to thank Bonnie Hammer, Bettye White, and Brenda Kessler for working the regis-
tration table. The Pretty Good String Band should be renamed the Darn Good String Band as they kept
everyone entertained and on their feet. We had 134 people at the combined party and | heard nothing but
good comments from everyone there.

I got the volunteer hours put together and we put in at least1645.5 total hours of time in educa-
tion and trail clearing. This included 4858 miles of personal vehicle use to do those volunteer hours and
244 stock days.

Be sure to come to our January meeting with your ideas to make the coming year even better.

Respectfully submitted,
Dan Marsh, GVBCH President
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A PIECE OF HISTORYy Sonja Berg

My late husband, Russell, worked very hard getting the Lincoln Scapegoat area included
in the Wilderness Act of 1964. His contacts with Tommy Edwards of Whitetail Ranch and
along with some people in the Lincoln area (such as Cecil Garland), plus old timers from the
Flathead made us aware of The Backcountry Horsemen. A wonderful little pocket sized first
editioBaokcbbatiy Hor s stiled my figariips an ithe lwodakshelf in
my living room. This little book is good for a lot of humor and laughs, but it also tells that The
Backcountry Horsemen of Montana was formi&huary 7, 1973 in northwestern Montana.

Russell invited two men from Kalispell to our Gallatin Saddle Club meetings in the mid

7006s with the idea of forming a | ocal chapter
ever, this did not fit in with the Gallatin S
schedules, their Horse Shows and their Playday activities. Eventually the BCH in the Gallatin
Vall ey was put on the back burner as-icancer ¢
1984.

Meanwhi |l e, B oo uvhi tl d ier wiiaBOH agresiriy to publish and
distribute them. We used it when Russell performed packing demonstrations and clinics. This
book also graces my bookshelves today.

I n the spring of 1984 | arrived home from
arrangements and found that friends had gotten the ball rolling on a Gallatin Valley Chapter of
BCH. It was underway. | own tapes of those early meetings as in those days all meetings were
taped. 0o

Edi t or-Mayberomet e
day we could hear a piece
of history in these tapes?

Picture, circa 1968, shows
RusseTHd o iolhaf ®

a mare owned by Wally
Becker 6whichat her
Wally says there are many
generations of hi
horses still in the valley.

This foal was sold to Pro-

fessor Hugo Eck which

was later purchased by

Russell. Both Russell and

Sonja enjoyed riding this

horse as did 4 H members.



