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 Back Country Horsemen Mission Statement 
òThe purpose of this organization shall be (1) to perpetuate the common 
sense use and enjoyment of horses in Montanaõs road less back country and 
(2) to assist the various government agencies in their maintenance and man-
agement of said resource and (3) to educate and solicit active participation by 
various members of the general public in the wise and sustaining use of 
horses and people, commensurate with our heritage and the back countryõs 
resource.ó 
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MAY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

Thursday, May 1 - 7p Board Meeting, Dan Porterôs office 1745 So. 19th  

Saturday, May 10 - 10am Spanish Peaks Trail Maintenance Work Day  Trail BossðLarry 

Thomas 586-6878 

Tuesday, May 13 - 1:30 to 3:30 - Gallatin River Ranch ride. Trail bosses Rich Winget 579-

9866 and Janice Cartwright 579-3445 This date has been changed. from the original May 3. 

Thursday, May 15 - 7pm General Meeting and Program - Belgrade Alliance Church, Cameron 

and Hoffman Sts. Program speaker - Tuli Fisher, farrier ï speaking on basic hoof care at home 

and emergency care on the trail.  

 Saturday. May 24   Virginia City Poker Ride 

Thursday, May 29 - 6p Jehnet Carlsonôs ranch - Potluck and Steve Edwardsô Packing Clinic. 

This event had to be moved up from June to May. It has been a yearly event. Bring your casse-

role and plan on a fun evening. Directions, call Jehnet 388-7463 or 581-7443  or 

djbar@littleappletech.com    Our June program will be rescheduled. For info on clinic: go to 

http://www.djbarranch.com/clinic.htm  for more information 

 

************************  

Welcome new member/email changes 

Margie Hansen, 365 W. Cameron Br. Rd. Bozeman 

388-4932  margaret _h@erc.montana.edu 

Lee Hart email address change to -  

brokenhartranch@peoplepc.com 

Don Funke to drdon@donfunkehorseworks.com  

Short note from Dr. Rod Warren, 

VMD of Hardaway Veterinarian  

Hospital, Jackrabbit La, Belgrade 

 

ñThe pertinent parts are: 

1.  Most foundered horses in today's 

society have a version of óEquine 

Metabolic Syndromeô  and are not      

classically overfed . The problem is 

not feed, but the lack of the ability to 

properly metabolize feed.  

2.  Regular exercise and persistent 

quality hoof care significantly de-

creases the odds of a horse getting     

laminitis or founder. 

3.  Many people are unaware that 

their horses are lame. The question 

becomes...  

Could your horse perform better if 

there were no lameness issues?  

and 

Do you know if your horse has a 

lameness issue?"  

A word of wisdom: òAssumeó is three little 

words -  ass -  u -  me in one.  To be a good 

horseman, do not assume. Some day your horse 

will make an ass out of u or me. Teach your 

horse not to assume.    Change your routine  

mailto:djbar@littleappletech.com
mailto:brokenhartranch@peoplepc.com
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Presidentôs Report for May 2008 

The April general meeting was well attended 

and Jerry Kawasaki gave an interesting presentation 

on bear resistant containers. The Gallatin National 

Forest has been under a food storage rule for a while 

now which requires folks to have all food items 

stored in hard sided vehicles, trailers, or approved 

bear resistant containers whenever they are not at 

their campsites in the forest. Food can still be stored 

by being hauled into the air ten feet high and at least 

four feet away from a tree. The program was con-

cluded with stretching exercises presented by mem-

bers Don Funke and Janice Cartwright. Rich and 

Sherrie have the Poker Ride well in hand but let them 

know if you can help out. 

Janice put on another successful Defensive 

Horse Safety Course on April 5th and I want to thank 

everyone that pitched in to help and presented at the 

event. It was a cold miserable day but we still had 

around 80 folks that participated. Janice has plans for 

expanding the event next year to draw more people 

and spread the word about what Back Country Horse-

men do for the community. Thanks to donations from 

people that attended we wonôt have much of a bill to 

pay the fairgrounds for the facilities. If you have any 

suggestions on what you liked or would like to see 

changed please contact Janice and let her know your 

thoughts. 

The Back Country Horsemen state convention 

in Great Falls was held at the end of March and the 

seven delegates that represented the Gallatin Valley 

chapter were Dan Marsh, Alice Pilgeram, Rich 

Inman, Rich & Nancy Winget, Jim Albright, and 

Brenda Kessler. The next state convention will be 

hosted by the Last Chance chapter in 2009 and the 

Gallatin Valley chapter will host it the following year 

in 2010. We need to start working on the convention 

now so we donôt have such a workload when the time 

comes. I need people that are willing to take on some 

of the duties such as finding vendors, speakers for the 

convention, entertainment, prizes to the raffle, silent 

and live auction items, people for workshops, a slide 

presentation of the Gallatin Valley, photo contest 

judge, and decorations. It sounds like a lot of work 

but it can really show off our chapter and the Gallatin 

Valley and make us some money for needed trail or 

educational projects. If you have any talents or con-

nections in any of these areas please contact me so we 

can get started on this now. Rich Inman provided a 

write-up of the convention so I wonôt repeat it here. 

You should consider attending the 2009 convention if 

you havenôt been to one so you get an idea of what to 

expect and mingle with other like minded back coun-

try horsemen. I also want to congratulate Janice Cart-

wright and Bonnie Hammer on their second place 

awards for their photographs entered in the conven-

tion photo contest. 

One thing that came out of the convention was 

a problem the East Slope chapter had with one indi-

vidual that wouldnôt take ñnoò for an answer and 

threatened another member and her horse. The board 

of directors tried to remove the person from the club, 

but he filed a law suite when they asked him to leave 

after refunding his dues. After a couple of thousand 

dollars in legal fees, that were mostly donated, the 

chapter won their lawsuit but it was a painful learning 

experience. They have modified their by laws to in-

clude a way to remove a member that is causing trou-

ble and they also modified their business type from a 

public benefit non profit organization to a mutual 

benefit non profit organization. The board is working 

on the necessary paperwork to amend our status. If 

you have any experience with this please contact me 

and let me know if you have any suggestions. Hope-

fully we will never experience this is our chapter, but 

it is better to be prepared and avoid an ugly situation. 

I will be away on business during the May 

board meeting and Jim Albright has agreed to run the 

program in my absence. I want to also congratulate 

Jim on getting a scholarship to take the Leave No 

Trace Master Trainer week long course at Nine Mile 

in Missoula this spring. I will be sending an email 

soon to the people that signed up for the chainsaw 

and crosscut training that Brian McNeil will be hold-

ing in May. This training is for folks that will be ac-

tively using chainsaws on trail clearing crews. Most 

people helping clear wonôt need the certifications.  

Respectfully submitted, Dan Marsh  
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 Defensive Horsemanship Safety Clinic 2008, by Janice Cartwright, our clinic chairperson 

This yearôs clinic had approximately 75 attendees.  The blizzard like conditions at 

the start and once again at the conclusion of the clinic did not seem to deter our 

participants.  From the feedback I have received the clinic was informative, well 

received, and appreciated by many. Don Funke, Brad Tank, Duane Wiltse with 

sidekick Laurence Van Dyke, Rod Warren and Terry and Larry Shore donated 

their time, talent and knowledge to make the day a whopping success. Wes 

Weickum and Nye Howie, brand inspectors, also spent time out of their busy 

schedules to do some inspections and be available for questions.  Big THANK 

YOUS to everyone that helped including all of you, the members that arrived in 

time to help me pack all the ñaccessoriesò in for set up, the registration table crew, 

the refreshment crew, the BCH trailer crew....Iôd still be setting up without your 

help!  At the end of the day, what a pleasant surprise to turn around from discuss-

ing some things with the guests and presenters to find my rig already loaded and 

waiting to head home.   

With this yearôs event fresh in your mind, Iôm open to suggestions and comments for how to proceed with 

next yearôs clinic.  Interestingly enough, all of our presenters indicated that they enjoyed themselves and 

that they would return again.  To me, thatôs a very good sign. 

Safe Trails To All 

**********************************  

2008 Horse Safety Clinic, impressions from a new member, by Amanda Steele 

 The 2008 Horse Safety Clinic at the Fairgrounds was a great way to start thinking of the riding sea-

son despite weather that was anything but encouraging. There was something for everyone and many things 

to see and do and learn about. The speakers and clinicians did a great job and gave 

us all a lot to think about. Dr. Warren kicked things off by 

leading a lively discussion on what he believes to be the 

most important aspects of horse health: foot care and exer-

cise. He shared his professional opinion on how a horseôs 

foot is best balanced and encouraged that a horse be able to 

be a horse as much as possible, without shoes and with exer-

cise! After his talk it was time to break into the groups and 

decide which speaker to hear first. Don Funke had the topic 

of trailering and all that it entails.  This is one area where 

safety should never be compromised and he showed how to 

perform a safety-check on the vehicle and trailer followed by 

safe handling techniques for loading, tying and unload-

ing.  He then demonstrated effective techniques to load 

the ñdifficult to loadò horse. Terry Shore spoke on gear 

and bits and how to decide which is best for you and 

your horse.  She explained how the comfort of horse and 

rider results in a safer ride.  She also stressed the impor-

tance of head protection with helmets being an obvious 

choice while pointing out that western hats provide pro-

tection from the elements in addition to a degree of in-

jury protection.  Duane Wiltse and his assistants took 

on horse packing, from preparing your packs by wrap-

ping and protecting the cargo then balancing the loads 

Clinic continued...page 5 
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perfectly with the appropriate scales.  When the panniers were balanced he packed the horse and offered sev-

eral hitches and techniques for securing the entire load. Brad Tank seemed to cover every aspect of horse-

manship from selecting the right horse to wrapping up a successful ride.  With such a wide range of informa-

tion to cover in his hour he did an excellent job of emphasizing safety, consid-

eration for the horse, and answered all questions that came up during the hour. 

 Each clinician let the audience guide the discussion, answering questions 

and following the interests of the group as the hour unfolded. This allowed folks 

to get answers to their questions from a knowledgeable source during each con-

sequently unique session. It also served to keep interest and energy high and the 

hour passed quickly. During breaks we had time to browse the vender and dem-

onstrator booths. Larry and Terry Shore of WesTrends brought their portable 

showroom and provided a variety of tack, gifts, and of course, an excellent se-

lection of western hats and services. Melody Nortrup from American Flex saddles was on hand with a vari-

ety of models of their unique saddles to show how a flex tree can be beneficial for horse and rider. Tri -

Animalsô developer Diana Lawson gave a brief enthusiastic talk and convinced many to try her ñall natural 

healing solution and insect repellent.ò As always, brand inspectors West Weickum and Nye Howie pro-

vided the important information that horse owners need to know regarding inspection papers and then per-

formed inspections for a few folks. A selection of used and new tack was on hand for browsing and shop-

ping. Amy Hathaway of Gallatin Valley Horse Resource supplied 

business cards, brochures and contact information for a wide range of 

equine services in the area. 

 All in all, it was a great learning experience and a much-

needed reminder that spring is on the way and weôll be riding soon.  

We came home with several purchases and ready to update our gear, 

do training tune-ups, and practice our pack hitches so that when the 

snow finally stops weôll be ready to head for the mountains and ride!  

 

April Program, by Amanda Steele 

 The program from the April 17, 2008, meeting had two inter-

esting topics for us to think about as we head into the riding season.  First, Jerry Kawasaki showed us his 

Bear-Resistant Panniers, emphasis on ñresistantò since nothing is ever truly considered bear proof!  His pan-

niers are made from thick aluminum with unique designs to make them useful and able to resist a curious 

bear.  The lid is recessed within the frame so that there is nothing to catch a claw on and the latches are de-

signed to break before they can be used to pry open a lid. In the background of his presentation he ran a video 

of the grizzlies of West Yellowstone doing their best to get into one of 

his panniers and despite all their tricks it held up.  His panniers have 

been successfully tested in California which has some of the strictest 

bear safety guidelines in the country.  Heôs covered all the necessities 

of packing in the panniers he designed but more importantly, his pan-

niers hold up to the bears.  As the population in our area grows and 

changes, itôs more important all the time to ensure that horseback riders 

in the backcountry have a minimal impact on the wildlife that live 

there.  Bears are easily corrupted and once corrupted, very difficult to 

rehabilitate.  These panniers help prevent a bear from ever sampling 

camp food and becoming a ñproblem bearò.  By keeping the bears out 

of our food supplies we help protect our rights and freedoms in the fu-

April program continued page 6  

Clinic... from page 4 
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ture. 

  Next, Don Funke and Janice Cartwright got us up and moving in readiness for spring riding.  Don 

explained that riding requires a continuous series of small intense movements and adjustments that can 

quickly have an effect on our joints and he emphasized four principles of fitness: balance, coordination, 

flexibility, and strength.  People can become stiff and one-

sided just as a horse can and itôs important to work on our 

own physical fitness because if affects the horses we ride.  

Stretching is always a great way to get started, it helps 

warm up the muscles and increases the flexibility with the 

legs being an area of focus for most riders.  Arm and shoul-

der exercises and stretches are important so that you remain 

relaxed and open in the upper body as you ride. The core 

area, from the rib cage to the hips, is the foundation for bal-

ance and strength and abdominal strength is key.  Don 

pointed out that balance is developed in a different part of 

the brain and needs to be challenged to be improved upon.  

To do this, he and Janice showed us a variety of options all 

easily found and inexpensive.  An exercise ball can substi-

tuted as a chair and as you sit you can move and develop balance.  Smaller balance balls, foam rollers, and a 

ñwhoopee cushionò inflatable pad can provide the same movements.  Standing on one foot can develop bal-

ance as well as reveal any one-sidedness or issues you might have to work on.  Itôs important to be as physi-

cally fit as possible to ride and practicing these simple effective methods is a great way to prepare for sum-

mer riding.  

______________________________________ 

 program ...from page 5 

My first formal Parelli experience, by Janice 
    Last Thursday I chose to audit the first day of the Parelli 

clinic held by Dave Ellis, 5 star Parelli instructor, at Circle 

L Arena. It was a good choice.  Over the past few years I 

have heard/seen/read various bits and pieces of this 

method of natural horsemanship. The clinic was a chance 

for me to understand more of the progression. This was 

made easier by Catherine Nelsonôs willingness to answer 

so many of my questions during the day as she was audit-

ing also. Catherine is a Parelli level 2. Sandy Kypfer was 

there also and Diane Fuhrman joined us for the afternoon. 

Jiffie and Chick stopped by to check it out but opted for 

some warmer locations elsewhere - it was a bit chilly in 

the arena especially on those aluminum bleachers! They 

have been familiar working Parelli for 10+ years having 

attended their first clinic held at Linda and Terry 

Threlkeldôs arena. Linda is also at level 2. 

   Dave Ellis is a knowledgeable and competent instructor, 

in my opinion.  Trina and Wayne Frederickson were par-

ticipating in the clinic.  After having ridden with them 

while on their same two horses for the past two Poker Ride 

pre-rides, it was interesting to see their progress.  I con-

sider the day a success. I have learned more about this 

technique, coined a few new teaching phrases and shared 

some ideas with Dave. Ron and I will be attending the Par-

elli Tour Show in Billings in May and I look forward to 

seeing Pat and Linda Parelli in action. Always open to new 

ideas... 

For sale   

***2 draft horses, Percheron mares with stars, 8 yrs and 

11 yrs, dead broke! Asking $5000  580-5590 or 580-1948 

 (Larry Thomas says these are wonderful mares) 

 ***Nice western riding saddle, small 15ò seat, small stir-

rups, 7/8 rigging, crupper ring. Price is practically a ógive-

away.ô Sonja Berg 388-6087 (leave message) 

 ***Free ï older gelding, gentle, rides in mountains, has 

smooth walk, Bob Steinman 282-7166 


