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Greetings to all.  It sure has been a busy spring.  The Expo is 
behind us and was again a very successful event.  Thanks to 
all who made this event happen.  We signed up some new 
members at the Expo.  Some comments were there was so 
much  going on that they could not see it all.  They wanted to 
join the group because of the good things we do!   
 

Welcome to ALL our new members for this year.  You bring new ideas to our Club.  
Hopefully youôll all be able to participate in events, projects and day rides.  See the 
list on page 5.  And donôt forget our annual August Potluck.  (Details on p. 7) 
 
Have any of you ever thought about why you wanted to join Back Country Horsemen 
of Missoula and how it has affected your life?  I know I have.  My time with the Chap-
ter has been adventurous and addictive.  I love the teamwork, camaraderie and work-
ing with a great group of high achievers. 
 
Itôs time to get our horses and mules shod, saddles fitted and head down the trail.  
We have a few projects and if you would like to get on the list, contact Mike Moore or 
Dan Tuxbury.  (Phone numbers on left.)  We also have some fun rides planned.  Our 
next big event is the Fatherôs Day Steak Ride on June 20 at the Blackfoot-Clearwater 
Game Range.  Contact Alan Meyers to pay for the tickets you received so he can 
stamp them paid, or return them to him.  Thanks again for your support.  It is very 
much appreciated!  Remember the words of Winston Churchillé..òNo hour of life is 

wasted that is spent in the saddle.ò      Paul Evenson 

Inside this Issue:  

Trail Safety and Etiquetteéééééééééééééé... p. 2 

2010 State Conventionééééééééééééééé. p. 2 

Spring Clinics & May Programéééééééééééé.. p. 3 

Spring Day Rides & 2010 Expoéééééééééééé..p. 4 

Ride and Project Scheduleéé...é.éééé..ééééé....p. 5 

Horse Sense for Humans by Marianne Birenbaumééééé.p. 6 

Mill Creek Trail by DianeTidwellééééééééééé...p. 6 

Classifieds, Library News, Photography in the Back  

   Country by Ken Brown, Mall Spring Fair by  

   Marianne Birenbaum, August Potluckééééééééé.p. 7 

MEETINGS  

June 9  Last Expo Meeting, Potluck at Curdyôs, 4:30-8:00 PM 

June 10  Steak Ride Planning Meeting, 6:30 PM, FW&P 

June 16  Hwy. 200 Cleanup Safety Meeting, 7:00 PM, FW&P  

July 7  BCH of Missoula Board Meeting, 6:30 PM, FW&P 

August 4 BCH of Missoula Board Meeting, 6:30 PM, FW&P 

September 11 Montana BCH Board Meeting, 10:00, Lewistown, MT 

 

On a Sad Noteéé..Jon McBride passed away on 

June 2nd while bike riding with the Wednesday 

group he kept organized.  About 12 men 

were bike riding between Bearmouth 

Chalet and Drummond when Jon died, 

apparently of a heart attack.  Jon was a 

long-time member of this Chapter.  He 

was the National Smokejumper Assn. 

Trail Maintenance Coordinator and 

received the Gold Level service award 

for over 4000 hours of volunteer work 

on National Forest System trails in 

2009.  His presence will be missedé...     
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TRAIL ETIQUETTE & SAFETY  
 

Preferably travel with experienced horsemen 
and women.  Make sure your horse is ready 
for the trail --physically fit and conditioned to 
obstacles such as water, bridges, bogs, and 
gates.  Your horse should stand quietly while 
tied.  Condition them to gear such as hobbles, 
cruppers, britchens, rain slickers, overhead 
branches and riding alone.   Get conditioned 
for riding yourself.  Leave a horse that kicks 
or a green-broke horse at home until youôve 
worked with a trainer enough to take them 
out.  No stallions, dogs or foals are allowed 
on trail rides, even if they are well mannered.  
Be vigilant of a cycling mare who can stir up 
other horses on the ride.  No drugs, alcohol 
or smoking on the trails.   

Donôt leave home without your helmet!  Ride 
with a boot heel of at least one inch.  Carry 
an emergency medical information card.  As 
you saddle up, be aware of loops hanging 
from your saddle that could trap you to the 
horse during a mishap.  Always fasten the 
main cinch first (in increments), then the back 
cinch, then breast collar and then crupper.  
When unsaddling, unfasten the main cinch 
last.  (Remember to check your cinches after 
taking a break.)  Never mount a horse that is 
still tied up.  Remember:  Horses are always 
more comfortable and calm if they do not feel 
trapped. 

Donôt be shy about using a mounting block or 
log or rock to get into the saddle.  Once 
mounted don't start down the trail until eve-

ryone is in the saddle.   A horse left behind 
can get extremely nervous making it difficult, 
if not impossible, for anyone to mount.  Wait 
for all other riders at water crossings or ob-
stacles.  Wait at water tanks, streams or 
ponds until all the horses have had a chance 
to drink.  Stay together.  
 
Stay alert!  Remember you are the one with 
the thinking and reasoning ability.  Maintain 
control of your mount at all times and think 
about what effect your actions might have on 
others less experienced that you.  Maintain 
the proper distance between your horse and 
the one in 
front of you --
two to five 
horse lengths 
b e t w e e n 
horses.  Donôt 
crowd.  Always be aware of your own horse 
in relation to others.  Remember there is no 
such thing as a bombproof horse.  If you can, 
dismount to put on your raincoat, unfold a 
map or hand an item to another rider. Even if 
you donôt spook your own horse, you could 
spook another horse in the group.  And 
speaking of dismounting, kick both feet free 
of the stirrups.  That way if your horse moves 
you wonôt get the left foot hung up in the 
stirrup.  Watch that loose garments donôt 
catch on the saddle horn.   
 
Walk your horse on mountain trails.  A Club 
trail ride is not a horse race.  Keep up so you 
don't find your horse trotting to catch up.  If 
a rider needs to stop, notify the leader.  Avoid 

stopping when going uphill or downhill when 
there is another rider behind you.  The more 
difficult the terrain, the slower you and your 
group need to travel and the more room you 
need to give other horses.  Preferably dis-
mount if you must turn your horse around on 
narrow and/or steep trails. Always turn his 
head out over the down side so he can see 
what his feet are doing.  Your weight will not 
be able to throw him off balance this way 
either.  Give your horse his head in a bad 
spot and don't be too quick to bail off if he 
stumbles.  This applies particularly to stream 
crossings, bog holes, etc. 
 
Approach any stock with caution, letting them 
know you are in the area, either by voice 
and/or touch.  Yield to uphill users and pack 
strings; yield to a larger string than yours.  
Generally pack stock has preference over 
saddle stock.  When approaching bikers or 
hikers, talk with them so they will hopefully 
respond.  That way the horses can see and 
hear them.  Also, have them stand on the 
downhill side of the trail so they are less 
threatening to stock.  Be courteous and re-
spectful. 
 
!ÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍȡ  *ÕÎÅ ΨΦΦΧ &ÅÅÄÂÁÇȟ Ȱ"ÁÃË #ÏÕÎȤ
try Horsemen of Montana Defensive Horseman-
ÓÈÉÐȟȱ 0ÁÕÌ %ÖÅÎÓÏÎȭÓ Ȱ$ÅÆÅÎÓÉÖÅ (ÏÒÓÅ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ 
4ÒÕÅȾ&ÁÌÓÅ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ 1ÕÉÚȱ "#( -ÉÓÓÏÕÌÁ !ÐÒÉÌ 
ΨΦΦή 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ Ȱ(ÏÒÓÅ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ ΪȾΨήȾΦέȱ 
ÂÙ 'ÁÒÙ 3ÁÌÉÓÂÕÒÙ ÁÎÄ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÒ (ÏÒÓÅȱ--
Wilderness Outfitters, Smoke & Thelma Elser 
with input from Richard Tamcke.    

 

Be alert!  

Accidents hurt! 

                                          Back Country Horsemen of Montana  State Board Meeting  
                                                            March 26 -27, 2010, Bozeman, MT  
        ééééé...Connie Long 
 
The Pre-Convention Board Meeting consisted of a power point presentation by Dave Crawford which showed work hours that Mon-
tana's State Chapters collectively contributed--a total of $620,936.  Mark Himmel listed issues, including Jon Testor's Forest Jobs 
and Recreation Act.  He also discussed oil leases, of few of which have been retired.  He brought up a brochure about the Continen-
tal Divide Trail that is being put together by the Continental Divide Trail Association (CDTA) to educate safety between trail riders 
and cyclists.  A Memorandum of Understanding is being prepared between CDTA and BCHM.  CDTA would rather BCHM was a 
sponsor on the new safety brochures.  Paul Evenson as Education Chair passed out handouts on wilderness.    Rich Inman briefly 
talked about Trail Maintenance Objectives (TMO) and suggested everyone keep up on them with local District Rangers.  Merlyn 
Huso is going off the State Board but the Board would like him to continue his work on the Rocky Mountain Front Coalition. 
 
At the Post-Convention Board Meeting, the Board agreed to send both National 
Directors and Alternate to  the BCHA national meeting to keep up on the committee 
meetings and handling BCH of Montana's resolution.  It was agreed to sign onto 
the CDTA safety brochure project and to donate $100 toward the cost of the bro-
chure.  The following elections were held:  Chuck Miller, National Director and Ken 
Ausk as Alternate.  John Chepulis is the new Chairman, Mark Himmel is Vice-
Chairman and Fred Fitzpatrick is the new Treasurer.  New Chairman John Chepu-
lis then appointed Nancy Pollman of the Bitterroot BCH as the new Board Secre-
tary.  Dates were set for the next Board meetings:  May 15th at Lincoln; September 
11th at Lewistown; and December 11th at Missoula.  All meetings will start at 10:00 
a.m.  Next year's convention will be in Butte on March 25-27, 2010. 

Standing Left to Right:  Connie Long, Barbara 

Koepke, Gary Salisbury, Smoke Elser.  Seated 

Left to Right:  Mack Long, Paul Evenson, Ken 

Brown, Richard Tamcke and Diane Tidwell.  



A saw training course is offered each spring to prospective volunteers who plan to use a 

chainsaw and crosscut saw on National Forests.  This sawyer certification is valid for 

three years.  Some of the topics covered in the classroom and in the field are:  Personal  protective equipment and clothing, fea-

tures of the chainsaw and how to maintain it, different ñbindò situations, felling hazards, and situation awareness.  This course is 

required for Forest Service employees and volunteers.  It is a pre-requisite to the field certification test. This year the Club had 12 

participants and 2 instructorsðMark Wright, ñCò Chainsaw Certifier and John Favro, ñCò Crosscut Certifier. 
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Left:  Sandy Brosious is working with her new Rocky Mountain 

horse.  Right:  Gary is demonstrating the ñemergency brakeò for a 

horse.  Thank you, Gary and Caroline, for sponsoring this valuable 

clinic. 

This yearôs Horse Safety Clinic hosted 22 

participants with 6 instructors.  The horses 

were good.  The mule is always good.  

This certification is valid for three years.  

Thanks to the Harpers for hosting this im-

portant safety clinic.  Middle photo, Left to 

right:  Larry Popp, Judy Ward, Randy Kap-

pes, Dan Harper.  Photos by Don Dodge. 

Far Left:  Judy McBride.  Middle photo:  Randy Velin 

and Larry Popp leading the pack horse.  Thanks to Rich-

ard Tamcke for again leading this Log and Water Cross-

ing clinic.  Photos by Ken Brown. 

Program was presented by Colonel Raynor Roberts (center) with 

the help of Smoke Elser (left) and Gary Salisbury (right).   Raynor 

talked about his World War II experiences, working with Smokeôs 

outfitting business after retirement and about the beginnings of our 

Club.  Raynor was our Clubôs first elected President.  His presen-

tation was informative and laced with humorous anecdotes!   


