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Back Country Horsemen of Missoula Myra Mumma, Editor

President 6s Message:

Greetings to all. The Christmas party is behind us and it was a grand
time. The membership roundup is also over. This was, again, a very suc-
cessful event. There was lots of good food and several new members
joined. Shane Clouse provided music. Thanks to the Social and Mem-
bership Committee for the work they did to make the event successful.
Alan Meyers and Anna Tucker deserve a special thank you for the work
” | they did with sponsors for the silent auction and door prizes. Another
'/ special thank you to members who donated to the silent auction and for
# door prizes. | am pleased with the enthusiasm our members show for the
different functions and projects of our club. Thank you!

| hope our new members are greeted with enthusiasm. We have to make sure we welcome them into the club and he
them understand the different functions and projects of our club. We may have to look for a different place to have ou
general meetings as we may have out grown the FW&P meeting room.

We have a few things planned for spring and early summer, so make sure you cibstkshe Remembedist on page
5 of this newsletter.

| think spring is here. | know some of you have been out with your horses and mules for a ride or two. Some of the
trails still have ice in places, but with the warm weather, it has been going very fast.

I hope you will support the sponsors who provided items for the silent auction, door prizes, and money for our chapter.
These donations contribute toward the work we do. Tell them you are a member of the Back Country Horsemen of Mi
soula-they appreciate that.

Remember the words of Winston ChurchillYou make a living by what you get. You make a life by what you give."
Paul Evenson, President

2010 Membership Roundup

The Membership Roundup was a huge success and a ton of fun. Hats off to the Commit-
tee: Barbara Koepke, Alan Meyers, and Paul and Sandy Evenson. Photos provided by
Michele Hutchins.
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Paul Evenson is our 2010 President. Paul

retired fromUSDAFS Fire and
had the two best job
smokejumper and i

When he retired in 2003,
he joined BCH of Missoula
He believes in our Mission
Statement.

In addition to packing in
supplies for club work pro-
jects, Paul packs in lookou
supplies, back country

camps for former smokejumpers, for the Bob |87
Marshall Foundation, for government dignitar

ies, for the Smokejumper Trail Crew pro-
jectdi about anyone or anything that needs

packing into Wilderness Areas. He is accom-

panied by his Karelian bear dog, Riikka, on

these trips, as well as other BCH of Missoulap

members.

. . . . |
His favorite trail is the one into Gates Park up, 4

and over Headquarter
different, 6 he says.
rain and snow, but always a great. You will

sical Education and a second degree in in Stevensville. Ken says he joined Back Coun-
urriculum and Instruction. She was a per- try Horsemen of Missoula because he thought

sonal . trainer at
I’-/ftﬁ’e.és Elnle teny a‘f’s,luntil Mark con-
vincdd Rer tb §efherie

chiﬂg_ cé}tﬁica@. ¥ &moke %Iébr is a founding member of BCH
hel TEORUELAOREL alvb RE R 69  of Miasbulahvhich hechelgee argarize im1973.

ance at the Frenchtown High School. JennaHe was the interim president for March, April

served as the

cl ub 6 sandMay bf 4973 uv@th reew offjpezsrwere n

job, before taking the job of Secretary in 200®lected and Raynor Roberts took over as

Connie Long is our 2010 Treasurer.
own wordsééé. ol am
the club in 2007 and
2008. | have been a
member of the club for
15 years. | also repre-

soul a

that IHiRirs 1Sr other rfurses wHo Sre &
vacaflofs® Mﬁk &1hdvdthree PrBwh

President.
In her other terms, and VicéPresident in 2002. He
¢ hias eenrelectey to the BoardsotiDirectors
and Senior State Director. | was President ofand the State Board many times over the years

Smoke was club President two

as well, serving as Education Chairman and
Forest Service Liaison.

Ma

probably dondt r

ny

sent the club on the Mis- instrumental in getting the Missoula Equestrian
Ho r s e MAarksétasidE€ dHe was part of the Equestrian
cil, a group that overseesProgram at the University of Montana from

the Missoula Equestrian 1957 to 1964 when the University supported

an indoor riding arena, 40 boxed stalls, and
leased out horses and classrooms. Missoula
am a Registered Nurse at Community Mediwas known for the largest Northwest Horse

Cent ecralilnd. apno soiotniShow in the dolntrysat thaktimen Smoke envi-
n% @ Joned getting this 9@cre parcel set aside and
htl-

BitdiRg"an indoor arena to promote the

: : . dren, and two grandsons ages one and threeNorthwest Horse Show.
have to make it some time. The trail gets up

really high and on the east side it is a bit steepy, 56 peen a hunting and fishing guide in theSmoke and his wife, Thelma, celebrated 50

in places. Along that trail is a big spring that g1, \1arshall Wilderness in the past and plaryears in the Bob Mar-
to be a fishing guide in the Bob this summer.shall in 2007. They
am a strong advocate for wildernésshere is felt fortunate to have
lived oud their dream
of living in the moun-
gs with their outfit-

Board and State DirectQ?‘

ing business. They

hasthebestice ol d water . ¢
Paul was President of our club in 2009. He
was VicePresident for two years before that.
He was Issues Committee Chairman and on

the Board of Directors in 2005 and 2006.

Mark Wright is our 2010 VicePresident and
was VicePresident in 2009

as well. Before that he wasiii
on the Board of Directors. [
Mark has a degree in Psy- S

in Emotionally Disturbed
Youth, a field he worked in :
for 25 years. For 8 years h&5%” s )

has been teaching Psychology at Big Sky Hidte a very active member,
School. He also coached girls volleyball for I&rving on the Board and

years. Mark is a smokejumper in the summehelping with work projects in the back coun- Wildjgness Act passed in 1964. He worked to

time; he is certified as an EMT with the

no place 1 6d rather

Ken Brown is on our Board of Directors this
year, the second year of his twygear term.
Ken was active in the
19806s and v
in 1989. As with all of us,
when his children were in
sports and school activi-
ties, he di ¢
be very active in BCH of
Missoula. He returned t

Youol!l | al so se

try.

Smokejumper Assn. In addition to being Yicalay rides and on committees for our major

President for BCH of Missoula, he teaches social events. Ken is the Director of Special-front
ized Services for Opportunity Resources, Inc

CPR and saw training and he and his wife,
Jenna, work on every committee for major
club events.

Jenna Wright is the 2010
Secretary, as she was in
2009. Jenna grew up in

¥ Corvallis, MT. Her first

¥ horse was a palomino

a degree in Health and

named Sundance. She hasess, and has recently

Ken Bransby was
elected to a tweyear
term on the Board of
Directors. He has been
wrangler and a packer,
owned a painting busi-

formed Bransby Law Firtr

were running 16 to 18

sum

4

mer pack trips, averaging eight days each
4 to 6 8day hunts each year. Smoke is a
HUin the outfitting business. He once said

he loved it for many reasons, but mostly to
see what there might be over the mountain or

Sm
WO

around the bend in the trail.
e time t
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pro

call ed
done
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ness Areas. He has been involved in every
effort to protect wilderness since before the

Grot

de

ship
and

t'thBLikdnEdage§oht Avldbrhelsd !
signated in 1972.
for the Blackfoot Clearwater Steward-
Project and more recently the Forest Jobs
Recreation Bill.

Smoke teaches a Wilderness Outfitting and
Packing Course at the University of Montana

and
wild
cr

also Outfitting and Packing at Ninemile
lands Training Center. Smoke loves ice
eameéé.
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Barbara Koepke was BCH of Mplansing cdmamitiee for the Membership very active and helps about
Treasurer from 2006 through 2009. ShehasRoundup, Chr i st mas peverycomndtteefornied t Day
been the chairperson of National Trails Day Steak Ride. And when the committee gives for our major events. He
for the sixth year. She loves horsebackrid- hi m a job, youdd beshastahsioblaed alt echd s
ingh day rides and moonlight rides. Her cur- He is also a ce&ehairman of the Sponsorship Recreation Ride Co
rent horse project is a gorgeous Palomino  Committee. Chairman for the last two

mare named Dancer. She is looking forward Alan was raised in St. Ignacius, Montana on gears. Richard enjoys /
to riding in the back country ranch. He loves packing into the back countryaining horses, skiing, N&% %
again. He says thereds not hsewigg, boktouney t han wat chi ng
young horse get better and better on those camping and teaching horsemanship, trail ride

Barb was a4 leader for six trips. And, he loves getting project and packingto4Hder s i n the ¢

years in Las Vegas for dog to see new country. nity. Richard and his wife, Diane, are wonder-
care and training projects an ful dancers and theyodre
veterinarian science. She Alan owns SkyHi Auction Membership Roundup each February. Richard
loves to cook, especially Company which provides retired from the U. S. Postal Service. He and
Dutch Oven cooking. farBijranéhsland, bvesmaks f or h e Diane have one son and one daughter, three
huckleberry peach pie. Therecipeisina dispersal and liquidation. He grandsons and one gregtandson. Richard
Cookbook for Breast Survivors that Barbara is an auctioneer and ap- says he joined BCH of Missoula because he

contributed to. Barb has many hobbies, too praiser. Alan is a licensed realtor for com- was looking for riding partners.

many she says, but sewing is at the top of hemercial, land, ranch and residential properties.

list (after horses) and she is currently workingPreviously, he was an owner of Missoula Livédiane Tidwell was elected to the Board of
on appliquéd quilted centerpieces. If you hav&ock Auction and was a livestock auctioneerDirectors for a oneyear term. In her own

ever noticed her perfect handwriting you for 31 years. He still sells horses; alwayshawor ds ééé61 have a | ong h
might know that she was a draftsman along a good, welbroke saddle horse for sale. |l ve been a member of th
with being a mom (to Michele and Diane)in Al ands wi fe, Kathy, BGHaBittbrmat Vafley BQHanddeldsselveral at  +

earlier years. Barb drafted over 35 house gate Elementary. They have two grown sonsoffices in Missoula BCH before this last go

plans in her working years. who are both Missoula City firemen. round. In the 690d8s | v
Chairman, Secretary (what a laugh) and finally

Mack Long was elected to the Back Country Gary Salisbury was voted to an Alternate  President in 2002. Really makes me OLD!

Horsemen of Missoula Board of Directors in State Director to represent our club. In 2009

2009 for a twayear term, which he is finishinghe was also a State Director. In 2008, he wak 1997 (or so) at an Issues meeting, we were

in 2010. on the Board as Past President. In 2004, thediscussing packing in for the National Smoke-
President Bob Doty bjangparsn&ssnisunimergrojdcts ara whed n & t

Mack is currently Regional complete his term, so Gary offered to take asked if we had a cook, |

Supervisor for Montana Fish over for him. Gary was also elected Presiden volunteered. | went into

Wildlife and Parks. You have the following yeaii 2005. He has been the Webb Lake that summer and

noticed his name in the media Chairman of the Steak Ride Committee for have been cooking for them

on issues involving fish and several years. ever since. | volunteered as

wildlife in this area, including a o0dispersed hosHt

the Fish Creek Fee Title ac- Gary started breaking ture Creek Work Center on

quisition which encompasses horses when he was 15 i the Seeley Lake Ranger Dis-

41,000 acres of land west of- 1 years old, then started trict for five fall seasons. There | patrolled the

Missoula. Mack has been very active in pro- observing their behavior Wilderness trailheads, saw to the Seeley Lake

tecting many landscapes and natural resourcéghat he learned through Districtds horses and mu

in Montana through other land purchases for the years about horse joyed watching the aspen and larch trees turn

public use as well. He has also been a stronpehavior has made him to gold.

supporter of Wilderness and back country  one of the most successful horse trainers in
protection as well as training and educating tloeir area. He is known for his success with | also volunteer at the Missoula Senior Citizens

public on wilderness skills. problem horses. Gary also owns Salisbury Center as office help, and worked at the Lolo
Auction Service. Food Bank last year.

Mack and Connie are always ready to help out

with their mule string if folks need to be Dondt miss Gary & CalPresénilyd lraGeswohqses. Walken adneaBlyp r i r

packed into the back country, such as volun-Tuneup f or Hor ses and tddthlessaByear old baygeldirlg for wiant |
teers for the Bob Marshall Foundation, Na- toseefirsthand Gar yds gi f thavetd providersdftj easdy gunwimabte feed two
tional Smokejumpers Association trail crews horses. Caroline is organizing a Dutch oven times a day, and Janie, a twejear old brown

and others. potluck that day. Either bring a Dutchoven ( Pl ai n Jane) mare that |
dish or bring a Dutch oven and ingredientsargdu ai nt ed wi t h. | dve bee

Mack has three children and two grandsons.s h e 8 | | hel p you c oo keversincelwasrfie years bld, andsedmnse wo r

He says his favorite trail is whichever one is about being too cold, there will be a bonfire t(have made a career of positioning myself so |

under his horse at the time. warm you, one side at a time. can own and ride horses. What a lot of work,

pain, and pleasure!
Alan Meyers was voted to a tweyear term  Richard Tamcke was el ected to the club®s
on the Board of Directors in 2009. In additiorBoard of Directors for a tweyear term. He  Thank you, members, for sending me these profiles.

to being on the BOD for the club, he is on thewas a Board member last year as well. He isTEank you also to Lola Mae, Michele, Don Dodge for
photos.



