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 Greetings to one and all.  I hope you had great holidays with family and friends.  

Hereôs wishing you all the best for 2009! 

 I say thanks to all of you as I feel it is an honor and a privilege to be your president.  

The Officers and Board members are a very dedicated bunch and it will be my pleasure to work 

with them.  Weôll be able to build on what Connie Long started in order to make the club grow.  

It is apparent to many of us that this club has evolved into an energetic, forward-moving group.  

One example is the number of members who stepped up during the 2009 nominations for officer and board member positions in 

November.  Itôs heartening and itôs catchingðso itôs pretty exciting to be your president! 

 Thank you once again, Smoke and Thelma, for having the 2008 Christmas Party at your barn.  Even though the 

weather kept many folks at home, including the State Board members, the Elser barn was warm and it was a wonderful evening 

with friends,  great food and entertainment.  Klaus & Beateôs Christmas cookies mailed from New York were a hit too.  Your 

Christmas Party Committee worked hard to make the evening special.  The Committee was: Ginger Hamilton, Connie Long, 

Sandi Treadaway, Barbara Koepke, Mark & Jenna Wright, Gary Salisbury & Caroline Bauer, Mike & Michele Hutchins, John 

Favro, Diane Tidwell and Anna Tucker.  A big thank you to all of you! 

 I asked Myra to reprint this ñCowboy Creedò because I think 

itôs a good code to live by. 

 The Forest Service has asked us if we want to do some more 

work projects.  I hope more of you will be able to join us on these pro-

jects.  You will quickly assimilate and soon appreciate what is known 

as ñliving on back country time.ò  If you want to look at the past, your 

heritage, and learn what it was like 100 years ago, step off the hamster 

wheel at work and throw the watch in the corner, come ride with us!

    Paul Evenson, President 

 
Mission Statement  

Perpetuate the common sense use and 

enjoyment of horses in Americaôs back 

country and wilderness. 

Work to ensure that public lands remain 

open to recreation and stock use. 

Assist the various agencies responsible for 

the maintenance and management of pub-

lic lands. 

Educate, encourage and solicit active par-

ticipation in the wise and sustained use of 

the back country resource by horsemen 

and the general public commensurate with 

our heritage. 

Live each day with courage.  

Take pride in your work.  

Always finish what you start.  

Do what has to be done.  

Be tough, but fair.  

When you make a promise, keep it.  

Ride for the brand.  

Talk less and say more.  

Remember that some things arenôt for sale. 

Know where to draw the line.  

 

2009 Equestrian Skills Expo  
May 16, Missoula Equestrian Park  

 
When the Heydon horse abuse case in the Bitterrroot first came to 

light, MBCH responded three-fold.  The club voted to:  make a 

donation to the Bitter Root Humane Society where the Heydon 

horses were being kept, follow Montana legislation that has stiffer 

penalties for animal abuse and put on an Equestrian Skills Expo.  

This event is co-sponsored with the Missoula Equestrian Center.    

The focus of the Expo will be on education and safety following 

the guidelines of our MBCH Mission.  There will be demos on 

Horse Handling Safety, Packing, Trail Manners & Safety, just to 

name a few.  The Missoula Equestrian Park will demonstrate 

dressage, cross-country and stadium jumping and more.  A Pa-

rade of Breeds will kick off the event.     

If ever you wished that you could do something about this abuse 

case and others, nowôs your chance.  Please support your club 

and the MEP by attending and participating in this Expo.   
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Left to Right:  Smoke Elser, Alan Meyers, Randy 

Kappes, Dan Harper. 

Left to Right:  Jan Rach, 

Dennis Rach, Gary Salisbury, 

Santa Mark Colyer. 

Alan has some spring auctions coming up�� an estate 
sale in Hamilton and two farm sales in the Polson 
area.  If you need some extra tack or farm equip-
ment, check with him on the dates! 

Mike and Julie Beckel are having a spring saddle sale.  
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website:  www.oldtimertack.com 

Answers to Trivia on page 9:  1). Gibson Reservoir is named for Paris 

Gibson, founder of Great Falls.  2). Hahn Peak is named after Tom Hahn 

who trapped in the area in 1908.  3). Danaher Creek, Mountain, River & 

Meadows all named for Tomas Danaher, early Ranger who homesteaded 

in what is now the Bob Marshall Wilderness Area in 1898.  4).  Monture 

Creek is named for George Montour, a half-breed who was killed by Indi-

ans near the mouth of the North Fork of the Blackfoot River.  5)  Sock 

Lake was named by a trail and fire crew that camped at the head of Red 

Shale Creek while working a fire on Moonlight Peak in the ó20ôs.  They 

went to the lake to ñmop upò the fire and found socks hanging in the tree ð

thus the name Sock Lake. 

2008  

Christmas 

Party  


