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Happy Holidays! 

 
During the holidays I find myself reflecting on the past events of the year and the peo-

ple who have touched my life. I have to say that the Missoula Back Country Horsemen 

has touched my life drastically this year. Being president of the club has been good for 

me and I have enjoyed it immensely. What I appreciate the most has been the chance 

to get to know all of you better. I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank 

all of you for volunteering your time this past year and helping the club be successful. I 

know how busy you are and the time and hard work you have donated to the club 

means a lot to me and is much appreciated. Thank you! 

 

Over the past couple of months we have been talking about each of us hosting some 

type of event such as a day ride, something educational, things related to horses, things not related to horses, things that wil l bring us to-

gether to enrich our lives. This sounds so exciting. There has been a lot of talk about what can be done, but we now need to go the next step 

and put it down on the calendar. I personally am working on a Dutch oven training day along with Caroline Bauer tentatively scheduled for 

May. Mack and I will be hosting our annual LNT (Leave No Trace) workshop, date yet to be decided. I am challenging all of you to think 

about what you could do. Each one of us has something we can offer to the group if we just think about it. I canôt wait to see what you 

come up with. 

 

At the last general meeting we decided to help the children at the Missoula Youth Homes to have the best Christmas they can. I am sure the 

gifts we give will be greatly appreciated. Caroline Bauer needs a big round of applause for taking the lead on this very special project. 

Wouldnôt it be wonderful if the Missoula Back Country Horsemen would make a community service project a Christmas tradition? 

 
The annual Christmas Party is once again hosted by Smoke and Thelma Elser in their historic barn on December 8 (see p. 3). This party is 

always such fun. Getting together with friends at Christmas time is so magical and makes the holidays so much more enjoyable. There have 

been some very nice things donated this year. A short live auction is planned but the theme is not to make this a fund raiser but a true 

Christmas party with an emphasis on enjoying each othersô company.  

 

The membership drive has been moved to February this year for several reasons. The main thoughts are that we would have a better turn 

out of potential members if it werenôt held so soon after Christmas and if it werenôt in frigid January.  Also a thought was to have it on a 

Saturday and make it lots of fun. A dance is being planned with dance instructors teaching line dancing and of course we couldnôt have a 

gathering without a potluck.  Back by popular demand will be the slide show hosted by Mark Wright. If you have any pictures from this 

past year you would like to have shown please get them to Mark. The membership drive will be Saturday, February 23rd at the Lolo Com-

munity Center at 6:30 p.m. Wear your dancing shoes! 

 

I would like to wish each and every one a very Merry Christmas.  

 
Until next time, 

 

Happy Trails! 
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    Leave No Trace 
               By Connie Long 

 

The principles: 

Plan Ahead and Prepare 

Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces 

Dispose of Waste Properly 

Leave What You Find 

Minimize Campfire Impacts 

Respect Wildlife 

Be Kind to Other Users 

 

To minimize your impact try to use some of the ideas below ï 

A protective ground cloth will protect the ground from trampling. 

Itôs a must for your tent and kitchen areas but you might also con-

sider one around the camp fire and other areas where there will be 

high foot traffic use. 

Lightweight Chairs, Cots and Tables eliminate the need to construct 

furniture from native materials. 

Cook on gas and use campfires for ñatmosphere.ò This is cleaner and faster plus no wood cutting is required. 

Campfires blacken rocks and sterilize the soil. Build a leave no trace campfire by utilizing a fire blanket or fire 

pan with at least 6 inches of mineral soil under the fire to insulate the ground from heat. If these things are not 

available then only build your fire in an area where there is an existing fire ring. 

Deposit human waste 200 ft. from camp, water and trails. Bury 6 to 8 inches with mineral soil. For larger parties 

dig a pit; save the top soil to place back on top once filled in. 

Saw downfall out of the trail as much as possible. Riding around these obstacles will create unwanted trails. 

A collapsible rake will be useful to disguise and rehab your campsite before you leave. A shovel can be used as 

well.  Both are good for filling in holes, scattering manure and covering disturbed areas easily. 

Use bear resistant food storage containers or hanging systems to decrease the opportunity for scavengers from 

becoming habituated to human food which increases the risk for conflicts. 

Feed certified weed free hay and grain to your stock several days in advance of your trip to decrease spreading 

weed seeds in the back country.  

Contain your stock properly by using hobbles, pickets, a highline, an electric corral, or a hitch rail when avail-

able. Generally the less confined an animal is, the less impact there will be on the land. Tie to trees only when 

absolutely necessary as this type of confinement causes girdling of trees and trampling of vegetation. This is a 

very high impact way to contain stock. 

Thanks for utilizing the low impact principles of Leave No Trace in the back country and wilderness areas. If we all 

do our part, these areas will remain scenic and enjoyable for generations to come.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overlooking Hermosa Park 

San Juan Mountains, Colorado   

ñLet no one say,  

And may it to your shame, 

That all was beauty here 

Until you came.ò  

 

2008 Officers  
 

New officers for 2008 were voted in at the General Meeting on  Nov. 21.  President Connie Long, Vice-
President Paul Evenson, Secretary Sandi Treadaway and Treasurer Barbara Koepke were all voted in for 
a second year.  Replacing Keith Guschausky and Kirk Sybrandt on the Board of Directors are Richard 
Tamcke and Lola Mae LeProwse.  Past President Gary Salisbury is also on the Board.  For State Direc-
tors, Mike Chandlerôs term is up; Connie Long will serve as an Alternate Director and Gary Salisbury, who 
was Alternate, will be a two-year State Director.  All of the Committee Chairs agreed to keep their posi-
tions.  Thanks to all of you who work so hard for MBCH. 
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Back Country Horsemen of Missoula  
 

Invite You to Join their 2007 Holiday Celebration  
 

See Old Friends  
Meet New  
Good Food  

Great Stories  
 

December 8, 2007  
Potluck Dinner  

6:00 p.m.  
 

Smoke & Thelma Elserõs Barn 
3800 Rattlesnake Dr.  

(Turn on Rattlesnake Ct.)  

Happy  
Holidays,  
Pardner!  

There will be a small auction with some great items:  One of Sandy Evensonõs quilt creations, a pack saddle with  
mule bars, an original painting by Rick Sherman plus others.  
 
Coffee, tea, lemonade and water provided.  The Club will furnish rolls and butter.  Please bring a main dish or meat 
and salad or dessert, along with your own utensils.  Dress is warm and casual.  
 

Bring a Friend and Prospective Member!  
 

Membership applications will be available.  Pay your 2008 dues to beat the rush at the January Potluck!  
 
Your Christmas Party Committee:  Mark & Jenna Wright, Barbara Koepke, Smoke Elser, Claudia Barth, Suzette Moore, Sandi 
Treadaway, Pat Culver, Nancy Chandler and Mike and Michelle Hutchins 

White River Park 
             By Don Dodge & Anna Tucker      

 

 

The picture below on the left was taken south of White River Park. This Park is located where the White River comes into the South 

Fork of the Flathead River in the Bob Marshall Wilderness Area.  Twenty some years ago Don had been concerned that there was so 

much ladder fuel in White River Park that the large pines could burn.  ñHappily that has not been the case,ò discovered Don last August.  

ñThere was some kill on the fringes of the park with smaller pines that fire laddered into, but the body of the park has survived.ò  The 

middle picture shows old growth pines with plenty of ladder fuel.  Right is an old burn that Anna says shows ñincredible beautyðbright 

purple fireweed above the green forest floorðarisen from apparent disaster.ò     


