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Happy Holidays! 

 
During the holidays I find myself reflecting on the past events of the year and the peo-

ple who have touched my life. I have to say that the Missoula Back Country Horsemen 

has touched my life drastically this year. Being president of the club has been good for 

me and I have enjoyed it immensely. What I appreciate the most has been the chance 

to get to know all of you better. I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank 

all of you for volunteering your time this past year and helping the club be successful. I 

know how busy you are and the time and hard work you have donated to the club 

means a lot to me and is much appreciated. Thank you! 

 

Over the past couple of months we have been talking about each of us hosting some 

type of event such as a day ride, something educational, things related to horses, things not related to horses, things that wil l bring us to-

gether to enrich our lives. This sounds so exciting. There has been a lot of talk about what can be done, but we now need to go the next step 

and put it down on the calendar. I personally am working on a Dutch oven training day along with Caroline Bauer tentatively scheduled for 

May. Mack and I will be hosting our annual LNT (Leave No Trace) workshop, date yet to be decided. I am challenging all of you to think 

about what you could do. Each one of us has something we can offer to the group if we just think about it. I canôt wait to see what you 

come up with. 

 

At the last general meeting we decided to help the children at the Missoula Youth Homes to have the best Christmas they can. I am sure the 

gifts we give will be greatly appreciated. Caroline Bauer needs a big round of applause for taking the lead on this very special project. 

Wouldnôt it be wonderful if the Missoula Back Country Horsemen would make a community service project a Christmas tradition? 

 
The annual Christmas Party is once again hosted by Smoke and Thelma Elser in their historic barn on December 8 (see p. 3). This party is 

always such fun. Getting together with friends at Christmas time is so magical and makes the holidays so much more enjoyable. There have 

been some very nice things donated this year. A short live auction is planned but the theme is not to make this a fund raiser but a true 

Christmas party with an emphasis on enjoying each othersô company.  

 

The membership drive has been moved to February this year for several reasons. The main thoughts are that we would have a better turn 

out of potential members if it werenôt held so soon after Christmas and if it werenôt in frigid January.  Also a thought was to have it on a 

Saturday and make it lots of fun. A dance is being planned with dance instructors teaching line dancing and of course we couldnôt have a 

gathering without a potluck.  Back by popular demand will be the slide show hosted by Mark Wright. If you have any pictures from this 

past year you would like to have shown please get them to Mark. The membership drive will be Saturday, February 23rd at the Lolo Com-

munity Center at 6:30 p.m. Wear your dancing shoes! 

 

I would like to wish each and every one a very Merry Christmas.  

 
Until next time, 

 

Happy Trails! 
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