Myra Mumma, Editor
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I would like to take this opportunity to give heartfelt thanks to all of you for your supp
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| want to congratulate Paul Evenson for being elected President for 2009. | know Paul will be a successful leader.aCongratul
tions to Mark Wright for being elected Vice President. Mark and Paul will be a great team that will benefit Back Country
Horsemen of Missoula. Also, a big thanks to Barb Koepke for her willingness to be Treasurer for another year. Sha has done
great job and deserves a big round of applause. And congratulations to Jenna Wright for being elected Secretary.s@his job is

i mportant and not one that

a | ot of people are wil

l'ing to

Thank you, committee chairs, for everything that you do and for being there for me. Every job within the club takes a lot of

work and dedication and you all have done a great job.

Gary and | |l ook forward
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being your State Di

rector s;
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wrong? | am committed to representing the club in this capacity and have vowed to bring information back to the club that yo
need to know. We have a big job ahead of us as | believe it will be a challenge to keep the State Board and Back Country

Horsemen of America from making changes that will negatively affect new wilderness designations. Changes that | feel could
alter the very foundation of what Back Country Horsemen originally stood for.

OQur club is built on vol

unt eer i

sm and | have
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during my two years as your president. | am proud to say | am a member of the Missoula Chapter of Back Country Horsemen

and proud to be past president.

N THIS ISSUE: UO0UO0UAAAVECC]| X £¢z?
Christmas Partyééééééééé .éé.p. 2 -
February Membership Pogtluckéééééé.p. 2
Barbara Parkerééééeéeééeéeééeéé p. 2
Trail Ride Chair Pleaéééeéééeféeep Z .
R Mission Statement
Club Events and Programsééépeéecéé. 3
Tamcke Log & Water Craogssi ng]|<«€l Pempeteae thécomnpn sedse use and enjoyment of horses in
Club Trail Rideséééééegéeéééép. pAmericads back country and wi
Dates to Rememberééeééeééééeéel|l...p. 6 . . .
) R ¢ Waork to ensure that public lands remain open to recreation and
Editords Notesééeééeéeeéééeecéée .
) ) stock use.
2008 Officers and 2009 Officeis| ect ééé |, . p. 7
Lessons Learned, Lessons Passed On by 4 Assist the various agencies responsible for the maintenance
Dan & Marjorie Harper ¢é¢éésgé éa@dmanagengntof publiclands.
December Book Reviewééééééégé..p. 9 . . L .
. . . ¢ Educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise
Club Membership Application] & Rgnewa ee.H)
and sustained use of the back country resource by horsemen
and the general public commensurate with our heritage.

c! x 8§

|l derness.



Page 2 FEEDBAG DECEMBER 2008

KICK OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH THE BCF
CHRISTMAS PARIYecember 13, 2008

Our annual Christmas party is coming up; a time to join together for an evening of

fellowship, dinner and music. The event will again be a potluck dinner at Smoke

and Thel ma Elserés barn (3800 Rattlesnake.
dish, sliced meat or chicken, dessert, appetizer or salad. The club will provide hot

and cold beverages and dinner rolls. Kick-off time for the party is at 6:00. Dress

is casual, warm attire. We hope to have a good turnout. Bring a prospective

guest, whether a horse owner or not. A special invitation is extended to all out-of-

town board members who will be at the barn that day for the Montana Back Country Horsemen Board meeting.

Any member is welcome to attend the State meetings.

2009 MBCH MEMBERSHIP ROUNDUP

Donét miss the 2009 Membership Potluck on February
p. m. We 61 1 have some super door prizes, music by
pany. This is a potluck so please bring a family sized dishd either an appetizer, salad, casserole, meat, or des-
sert. Please bring prospective members, whether they are horse owners or not.

POTLOCK

Dear Friend and MBCH Member, Barbara Parker, is recovering from an accident at the Harbor View Medic&l Center
in Seattl e. Sheds had some surgeries with more 0O Ccome
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Foll owing is a recap of Bar bFReedbag.Baobra hae be¢na knentber bfiMBIDH a De ¢
for ten years in 1996. She | ear n-miding &ip foriabothér member Bhd b A wh
became better acquainted with the c¢club through aJ] MBCH
bara has been a dedicated member, serving as presiderprestdent, social chair, publicity chair, State Board|Di

rector, local board director.
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Barb was born in a smal/l town in Virginia. Sheds | ove

public school through the sixth grade but because of her eyesight, her parents taught her and her sister at hg
high school. She was the oldest of seven children. Her parents took in foster children so sometimes there
fourteen children in the house. Barbara has continued to work with foster children in different capacities th
her adult life.

If you would like tosend Barbara a card, her address is Barbara Parker, c/o NéhoMedical Center. 325 9th
Ave., ICU Room 930, Seattle, WA. 98104.
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INPUT NEEDED: The 2009 Ride Schedule will have a ride at least every month beginning in April and ending in October

Pl ease give us some ideas of your favorite trails to

Ride Co-Chairpersons Richard Tamcke, 258-6621 or Sandi Treadaway at 728-3459

ride

or



DECEMBER 2008

FEEDBAG Page 3

MBCH EVENTS

2nd Annual Old West Autumn Fest
Opportunity Ranch, Frenchtown

BCH of Missoula voted to have a presence at this event on September 21,
2008. Smoke Elser took his mules to pack and Thelma must have let him use
her horse, Arapaho, because he led the string. Pictured in the far left is Mark
Wright riding Arapaho. Center shows Smoke looking on as the string passes
by. The Old West Autumn Fest is held on two Sundays in September and in-
cludes hay rides, pumpkin picking, food, dancing, music, farm animals, fire
fighter displays, exhibits, arts and

Photos provided by Mark & Jenna Wri

and lots of games. The Fest is held at the Opportunity Ranch, a 160-acre work-
ing ranch for individuals with disabilities.

ight

Opportunity Resourses, Inc. is a 54-year old non-profit community organization
serving 400 individuals. They provide daily services such as employment, train-
ing, support housing, transportation and recreation.

Montana Stz 4.1 Horse S10
September 14-16, 2008

craft

The 2008 Montana StateH Horse Show was held SeptemberlB} 2008, at the Sap-
phire Event Center in Corvallis, MT. The show featured 49 classes in all. Back C
Horsemen of Missoula sponsored the Trail Class. Participants are divided into ag
groups of 911, 1214 and 1518. The winner of each class is awarded a belt bucklg
which Barbara Koepke (lower left hand photo), representing Missoula BCH, is ha
to a very happy winner. Barbara and Myra also handed out ribbons to the other w
4-H 6 e r-H teachesglleadership, citizenship and life skills to young people across
ica. The 4H program is the largest eof-school youth program in the U. S. with ove
seven million members and 500,000 volunteers. Montana has 25H@0e4nbers.
MBCH sponsorship of this trail class is important to these young riders and they a
ate it!
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MEETING PROGRAMS

The September 17th MBCH general meeting started early with a great ice cream social. Mike Speake had a Kifaru tent and
stove set up on the FW&P lawn to demonstrate lightweight horse packing. The tent and stove together weighed

about 13 pounds.

October 15th general meeting program was given by Ginger Hamilton, Forest Service Regional Volunteer Coor-
dinator, who talked about how important volunteers are to the Forest Service. She also advised that the Forest
Service will begin to train some of our members as certifiers for both types of saw training so they in turn can

train other members.



