Editor; Myra Mumma March 2008

Oqdr hcdmso6r LdrAamotfhdeé e ¢e€aer- has begun for the Missoula B,
ning. The Membership Party was so much fun and we had a great turn out. | would like to personally thank everyone vwaubtbelped
make the party such a success. It takes a lot of volunteer hours to do these events and again

the club pulled together to get things done. Thank you! i

Spring is such a busy time for our chapter and this year is not going to be any differem“ ;
state convention is coming up at the end of this month in Great Falls. There has been}dy
interest from our members and we should have a good representation.

There are plans being made for our annual skills and educational trainings. Defensive
manship is already scheduled for April

how many folks need it, Mark Wright will be scheduling First Aid classes. In addition, s
training will also be scheduled as needed. At our March general meeting we will take &
to determine who needs these training classes. If you are not able to attend the gene
ing, please contact a board member to let them know what you need so we can make k

are informed and on the list. Defensive horsemanship is good for three years; First A|d is goo[m @ & W@bsﬁ@[r

two years as well as the saw training.

At the March general meeting we will also be getting the committee together for the annual Steak Ride. This event & feclieatbkrs
Day, June 15, and unless the committee decides otherwise it will again be at the Blackfoot Clearwater Game Rangentésentexten
being on the committee and are unable to attend the general meeting please let a board member know you would likdeddyethislu
committee.

There are several events scheduled as well that will be fun. The program for the March meeting is on horse shoeingesabliierha

up clinic scheduled. Gary Salisbury has a horse training clinic scheduled for May and with this will be a Dutch overclesskingsame
day headed up by Caroline Bauer. June is always busy with National Trails Day and the previously mentioned Steak Riakl Wikck a
again be holding our annual Leave No Trace training probabl

These are just some of the trainings and events we have scheduled for this spring and early summer. If you have s@uheatjman giou
would |Iike to share or iif youdd |Iike to host a tr aletarri de,

As usual itds going to be a busy year and we ar e edinthgpingaut r
let a board member know.

Until next time,
eeeeeée---Bnmmhd Knmf+ Oqdr hcdms
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walked the few blocks into town for a hearty supper at the Buckhor

SCAFFOLD DZ E V E N TCreek. With the gear organized and stored in the WarehouT, |

A volunteer Forest Service packer shares his knowledge After supper, we settled int

with two friends while facing an interesting packing chal-

. . start the next morning.
lenge in the Scapegoat Wilderness.

MAKING LOADS AND COLLECTING STOCK
BY NICK KAUFMAN Under

Dz
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAN TUXBURY AND NICK KAUFMAN
were the liquid portions of the grub.

IT IS NOT OVERLY DIFFICULT to get to Welcome Creek Guard i
Station in the Scapegoat Wilderne$sul Evenson, (retired USFS
Smoke Jumpe
and voluntee
packer for thd
Augusta Rangdg
Station on the
Lewis and Clar
National Forest
can attest to tha
The  challengs
lies in the logis
tics of organiz
ing the stock
wranglers
equipment, food
and seeing to the seemingly infinite details that make a working pack
trip successful. On a sunny day in late September 2006, he left his
home in Missoula, Montana, where he lives with his wife Sandy afgl short order, the truck was loaded and we were off to the
fills part of his days with the duties of Vice President of the Miss ture to collect the stock. The upper pasture contains about a

Dan puts the quick release knot on a set of loads.

The weather forecast was favorable and we were anticipating an ec

Paul 6s watchful eye, ma |
panniers happened pretty efficiently (except for repacking to bajan
load weights). Coleman fuel was double wrapped in plastic bags

dys
o[i:

Chapter of the Back Country Horseman, and headed to the Rgck¥section of open hillside dotted with aspen groves. Just off thé ro

Mountain Front on a USFS horse packing assignment. are administrative buildings, a barn and associated corrals. The

) ) o . shebang is situated in the valley bottom of Willow Creek. White |
At the River City Grill in Bonner, Montana, Paul hooked up with Bighe reefs protrude in stark contrast above the dark green fores

volunteer wranglers, Dan Tuxbury and me. We had chick_en fﬁl@da spectacular backdrop against the clear blue sky.
steak for breakfast (a traditim@nhoke’andrhufed hibntive 1 the atrillafoPthe R &hy
truck for the three hour drive to Augusta, Montana, at the eastern ffRfjered off the hillside and greeted us at the corral gate. Lettir
of the Bob MarshalBcapegoat Wilderness Complex. Our assignmani iy anxious crowd into the corral starts a decadésallet wherg
was to restock the Welcome Creek Guard Station. Our responsigiiminant animals defend salt blocks. New, spirited animals whir
ties would also include a side trip over to the Green Fork Guard 3fag bleeding off excess energy while pame wranglers so
tion to pick up scaffolding that was used when the cabin WasHg,gh the dust and confusion to catch up individual animals s
roofed. We would pack the scaffolding back to Welcome Creek Cabinpe brushed, checked for soundness and loaded into the trailg

where it was now needed for a scheduled roof replacement. Our initial
i b oS LA —
=

destination, the Augusta Ranger Station, consists of an administrati\:,.‘il

office, warehouses, bunk house and corrals. And that is where the re.-~ . :
adventure begins. ‘*‘.'“ :a ¥ —— —
R i -

ORGANIZING EQUIPMENT AND FOOD

In the main warehouse, Paul was gathering the riding and pack sa
dles, blankets, halters, bridles, manties, ropes and panniers from t&s
various storage lockers. Over in the equipment shed Dan was organf
ing the food for the trip while | unloaded and sorted our personal ges
Paul 6s dog Riikka (a Karelian =E BT §
agement with whines and yips from the bed of the truck. While we , 5 ¥,
were busy with our tasks, the Augusta Ranger Station staff Russe: :

and arranging for the truck and trailer needed to get everything to tr. == ot d
trailhead at Smith Creek. This thrday trip would require three sad- oo e
dle horses and five pack animals. On the trip in we would take food,

equipment, hay and pellets to-sepply the guard station at Welcome Searching for the AGho
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And, of course, the animals have to be checked against the manif&gith the loads adjusted and tied on, we saddled up and headed f
to make sure we have the right stock. This is where things got athi#ldrail. Dan was in the lead on a gelding named Checker. | fol
rocky. It seems the manifest did not match the animals in the clowadd on Java, another stout gelding. Paul followed behind me wit
so off Dan and Paul went, up into the pasture to retrieve the waythardtring. | thought it unusual for the boss to ride drag with the
animals. | stayed behind to groom the stock we had identifiedtrérsg. Usually there would be a wrangler behind the string to watcl
going in with us. While | groomed, pulled burs and checked feetthrdoads and help with any adjustments that might need to be mac
shoes, | noticed the boss (Paul) and Dan initiate a search patteis are moved up the trail and fell into our pace, | would often look
the hill, a pattern that seemed to repeat itself with no new horsebaa-to see how Paul and the loads looked. For his part, Paul ¢
pearing. When the foateary wranglers finally got back to the coways had this suspect grin on his face. The revelation finally came 1
ral, without any new animals, Paul noticed he had read the mamifest . . as much as he may have wanted to lead and lead with t
upside down and we really had the appropriate horses corralledsafieg . . .he stayed behind to watch his wranglers. Not in a critical c
all. 1 thought this was pretty funny. Dan did too, but he restraijugldymental manner, but accepting his responsibility as the trail bos
his laughter (for some reason). on this trip. As the first miles melted behind us we all relaxed intc

the easy rhythm of the stock, the dog and each other.
POINT THEM WEST ANDHEAD 6EM OUT

With the stock in the trailer, the dog and packedloads in theON THE TRAIL AND UP OVER THE PASS
truck, we headed south and west to the trailhead at Smith CreEke trail follows Smith Creek up through several sections of pri-
Along the way the prairies give way to the majestic mountains ofvéite land before entering the Wilderness Area. This section of th
Rocky Mountain Front. As we traveled through these foothills,trig went well. We stopped for a break and to make a load adjustme
came upon small herds of antelope grazing or resting in the gullitsv miles up the trail. Being the second in line behind Dan, m
and along the hills. If the presence of a truck and trailer zippiegv did not change much. The gelding in front of me had such
down the gravel road like a green comet with a dust tail wasdaoting, swinging gait that | wanted to change his name fron
enough of an intrusion into this peaceful setting, Paul had the un@hedker to Fred (Astair) but Paul objected. Also, if you have to ride
habit of honking the horn at each individual band of antelope. It ngtsnd another horse, it is better if that horse is not athaitgd Ara-
as if he knew each buck or doe from previous trips. However, | Bizggt. See photo below for my view for most of the trip.

pect that deep within his chest beats the conservationist heart of The trail up Smith Creek overlooks several
Smokey Bear and he was giving them advance warning for the pend- deep spectacular pools and small waterfalls.
ing opening of antelope season. There are some nice places to camp or to stof
Just before the trailhead, the road passes a ranch and climbs a and have a picnic. A few miles up, the trail
small but steep hill. This hill consists of clay that has worked its way rises to the north up and out of Smith Creek.
up through the gravel road surface. While not a problem in dry We crossed a low pass and dropped down into
weather, it was a bit dicey because a rain storm had passed by a few Welcome Creek. A short distance down Wel-
days before our arrival. Paul, with just a bit of slip and a tiny bit of come Creek and just before the Dearborn
slide was able to keep our momentum until we topped the hill. As River, a cutoff trail will lead to the Welcome
the truck pulled to a stop at the trailhead, Dan noticed a herd of elk Creek Guard Station administrative site. The
grazing on the far open meadow. We unloaded the animals, brushed Welcome Creek Guard Station is located on a
and saddled them. Dan and | hitched the loads to the pack saddles. broad flat with Scapegoat mastiff as the in-
Paul has some experience packing, and likes to have things dowceetible backdrop. As we pulled into camp, a weather system we
way. As | tied just enveloping Scapegoat Mountain. We tied the string to the hitc
my first basket hitch | h e ar dail, Brapped thes laags, looBeviéal ithe saddiesvand gave sheéem all p

ute. o He foll owed with an e detsy The pefets aventinta storage ddrrelshirotine maie calbin, theehe
i ¢ r o vandl Goleman fuel went to the hay shed. The food and equipment w
f oot O stdrad awair. We made necessary corral repairs, threw out hay a
with  the turned the stock into the corral.
b as ket Dancooked up a good supper and Paul discussed the 1988 fire &
hitch  for the spectacular fashion in which it moved through this area. With
added sta-good day of hard work behind us we laid out our bed rolls, Paul an
bility. Dan in the cabin and me on a cot on the porch with a mantie to kee
my sleeping bag warm and dry. As twilight slipped to darkness th
front arrived from the West. In the morning we awoke to a layer o
fresh, wet snow!

A good example of a pack.er, m wos footo hitch
he Bosso with the
s his gentl e, i Wa i

iar mantra al ways

As | worked with Paul over t.}
just wait a minute, 0 would bej
with an easily understandable explanation of how things should#
done. .



