Editor; Myra Mumma March 2008

Oqdr hcdmso6r LdrAamotfhdeé e ¢e€aer- has begun for the Missoula B,
ning. The Membership Party was so much fun and we had a great turn out. | would like to personally thank everyone vwaubtbelped
make the party such a success. It takes a lot of volunteer hours to do these events and again

the club pulled together to get things done. Thank you! i

Spring is such a busy time for our chapter and this year is not going to be any differem“ ;
state convention is coming up at the end of this month in Great Falls. There has been}dy
interest from our members and we should have a good representation.

There are plans being made for our annual skills and educational trainings. Defensive
manship is already scheduled for April

how many folks need it, Mark Wright will be scheduling First Aid classes. In addition, s
training will also be scheduled as needed. At our March general meeting we will take &
to determine who needs these training classes. If you are not able to attend the gene
ing, please contact a board member to let them know what you need so we can make k

are informed and on the list. Defensive horsemanship is good for three years; First A|d is goo[m @ & W@bsﬁ@[r

two years as well as the saw training.

At the March general meeting we will also be getting the committee together for the annual Steak Ride. This event & feclieatbkrs
Day, June 15, and unless the committee decides otherwise it will again be at the Blackfoot Clearwater Game Rangentésentexten
being on the committee and are unable to attend the general meeting please let a board member know you would likdeddyethislu
committee.

There are several events scheduled as well that will be fun. The program for the March meeting is on horse shoeingesabliierha

up clinic scheduled. Gary Salisbury has a horse training clinic scheduled for May and with this will be a Dutch overclesskingsame
day headed up by Caroline Bauer. June is always busy with National Trails Day and the previously mentioned Steak Riakl Wikck a
again be holding our annual Leave No Trace training probabl

These are just some of the trainings and events we have scheduled for this spring and early summer. If you have s@uheatjman giou
would |Iike to share or iif youdd |Iike to host a tr aletarri de,

As usual itds going to be a busy year and we ar e edinthgpingaut r
let a board member know.

Until next time,
eeeeeée---Bnmmhd Knmf+ Oqdr hcdms
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walked the few blocks into town for a hearty supper at the Buckhor

SCAFFOLD DZ E V E N TCreek. With the gear organized and stored in the warehouT, |

After supper, we settled int
The weather forecast was favorable and we were anticipating ar
start the next morning.

A volunteer Forest Service packer shares his knowledge
with two friends while facing an interesting packing chal-
lenge in the Scapegoat Wilderness.

MAKING LOADS AND COLLECTING STOCK
BYN|CKKAUFMAN Under Paul 6s watchful eye, m
Dz panniers happened pretty efficiently (except for repacking to ba
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAN TUXBURY AND NICK KAUFMAN load weights). Coleman fuel was double wrapped in plastic ba

were the liquid portions of the grub.
IT IS NOT OVERLY DIFFICULT to get to Welcome Creek Guard
Station in the Scapegoat Wilderneg®ul Evenson, (retired USFS
Smoke Jumpe
and voluntee
packer for thd
Augusta Rangdg
Station on the
Lewis and ClarH
National Forest
can attest to that.
The  challengs
lies in the logis
tics of organiz;
ing the stock
wranglers
equipment, foo
and seeing to the seemingly infinite details that make a working pack
trip successful. On a sunny day in late September 2006, he left his

home in Missoula, Montana, where he lives with his wife Sandy afg short order. the truck was loaded and we were off to the
fills part of his days with the duties of Vice President of the Miss ture to colleét the stock. The upper pasture contains about a

Chapter of the Back Country Horseman, and headed to the RgcK¥section of open hillside dotted with aspen groves. Just off the
Mountain Front on a USFS horse packing assignment. are administrative buildings, a barn and associated corrals. The

) ) o . shebang is situated in the valley bottom of Willow Creek. White |
At the River City Grill in Bonner, Montana, Paul hooked up with kg ne reefs protrude in stark contrast above the dark green fores

volunteer wranglers, Dan Tuxbury and me. We had chick_en firr_i@da spectacular backdrop against the clear blue sky.
steak for breakfast (a traditim@nhoke’andrhufed hibntive 1 the atrillafoPthe R &hy
truck for the three hour drive to Augusta, Montana, at the easter f{foljered off the hillside and greeted us at the corral gate. Lettir
of the Bob MarshalBcapegoat Wilderness Complex. Our assignmani iy anxious crowd into the corral starts a decadésallet wherg
was to restock the Welcome Creek Guard Station. Our responsigiiminant animals defend salt blocks. New, spirited animals whir
ties would also include a side trip over to the Green Fork Guard gf@s bleeding off excess energy while pame wranglers so
tion to pick up scaffolding that was used when the cabin wasHgugh the dust and confusion to catch up individual animals sg

roofed. We would pack the scaffolding back to Welcome Creek Cabinpe brushed, checked for soundness and loaded into the trailg
where it was now needed for a scheduled roof replacement. Our initial

destination, the Augusta Ranger Station, consists of an administrative
office, warehouses, bunk house and corrals. And that is where the real
adventure begins.

=

Dan puts the quick release knot on a set of loads.

ORGANIZING EQUIPMENT AND FOOD
In the main warehouse, Paul was gathering the riding and pack sad-
dles, blankets, halters, bridles, manties, ropes and panniers from the
various storage lockers. Over in the equipment shed Dan was organiz-
ing the food for the trip while | unloaded and sorted our personal gear.
Paul 6s dog Riikka (a Karelian Bear dog) offered me anxiou
agement with whines and yips from the bed of the truck. While we
were busy with our tasks, the Augusta Ranger Station staff Russell
Owen and Joan Stevens were purchasing the perishable food, pulling
stock out of the mountain pastures, collecting equipment from Choteau
and arranging for the truck and trailer needed to get everything to the
trailhead at Smith Creek. This thrday trip would require three sad-
dle horses and five pack animals. On the trip in we would take food, ) 5
equipment, hay and pellets to-sepply the guard station at Welcome Searching for the AGho
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