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Memorandum of understanding and partnership between the Back
Country Horsemen of Montana and the Montana Wilderness Association

Since the inception of the Montana Wilderness Asso-
ciation (MWA) and the Back Country Horsemen
thirty plus years ago, the two organizations have

worked together for a lot of the same goals. The Montana
Wilderness Association published the first manual on wise
use of stock in our backcountry. Since then we have
worked on numerous Wilderness Management Plans and
wilderness designation issues together. While we have
disagreed on some issues, it is still clear that we stand for a
lot of the same values. Those being, quiet trails in a wild
setting, wildlife and traditional recreations and preserving
some of the last wild places in Montana. MWA has always
supported wise use of pack and saddle stock in keeping
with the tradition and knows of how important a role that
the stock has played in maintaining our wild places and
trails.

Montana BCH and MWA are working together to put in
writing a more formal plan and agreement for working as

partners on issues of mutual interest and compatible goals.
We have a rough draft of ideas that have so far been fully
embraced by both organizations and are moving forward to
refine the language and create a good tool and guideline for
both organizations. We look forward to comments and
help from both memberships to complete this document.

Please contact:
Dave Schilz, BCH of MT
PO Box 1745
Red Lodge, MT 59068
(406)445-9808
dlazys@aol.com

John Gatchell, Conservation Director, MWA
PO Box 635
Helena, MT 59634
(406) 443-7350 ext. 106
jgatchell@wildmontana.org

Make a note!
The post office box number for the
BCH of Montana has been changed

from 5431 to 4051.

It’s hard to keep up with them
Nancy Stevens Submitted by: Myra Mumma
BCH of Missoula

Missoula BCH Club was involved in so many work projects last summer that it was hard to keep up with them all,
but I’ll try! Our first big shindig was the National Trails Day Blue Mountain event that was organized by Barb Koepke. This
was a huge success with a lot of club participation. The parking lost was cleaned and trails from the parking lot to the lookout
were cleared. The Bitterroot Draft Club brought work horses to harrow the fields near the parking lot. Passing hikers and
riders filled out over 100 questionnaires on suggestions for improvement, such as a bigger parking lot! The club fed excellent
chili and corn bread, courtesy of Theresa Joseph, to all who showed up. The dogs even got dog biscuits! There were so many
club members coming and going that I couldn’t keep track, but participants included Paul Evenson, Don Bohne, Mike Chan-
dler, Don and Claudia Bath, Dan Tuxbury, Don Schusted, Nancy Stevens, Mike Hartkorn, Keith Guschausky and, of course,
Barb Koepke. Barb did such a tremendous job of putting the whole thing together. Thanks to all who worked so hard on this
event.

Also in June, Dan Harper and Don Barth cleared the Stuart Peak Trail in the Rattlesnake. Kirk and Liz Sybrandt
(son of Christian), Rick Sherman, Mike Chandler, Nancy Stevens and Keith Guschausky took on the Monture Trail clearing
project. They stayed at Burnt Cabin. The trails to Limestone Pass and to Hahn Pass were cleared and we also cleaned out a

Please see Missoula, page 3
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mouse-infested cupboard in the cabin. Meanwhile, Pat
and Charles Culver, Don Dodge and Jack Reneau worked
on the Falls Creek Trail and the Lodgepole Trail.

Paul Evenson and Dan Ruxbury have made a
couple of re-supply trips to lookouts on the east side of
the Bob Marshall. Kirk Sybrandt has really been keeping
his mules busy by packing in Fish, Wildlife & Parks bi-
ologists on several projects and also helping Paul re-
supply Patrol Lookout.

Project Chairman Keith Guschausky came down
with a severe case of strep throat and was laid up for
nearly a month, but he still managed to keep us and the
stock running! July 7-9, Mack and Connie Long, Kirk,
Don Schusted and Nancy took seventeen head of stock
from the North Fork Trailhead into the Danaher Cabin.
We hauled lumber and construction supplies to repair
damage to the cabin from a marauding grizzly bear who
had ripped a hole in the wall and sampled everything edi-
ble and non-edible inside.

This was a real packing challenge. We hauled
eight foot planks, concrete blocks, cement, lime, paint
and stove pipe. We got a real lesson in lumber bunk use
with three mules loaded down with boards. We told eve-
ryone we met we were going to build a cabin! The mules
and packers did great. We didn’t have enough stock to
get all the supplies in, but what we did take arrived in
good shape and we had no “wrecks” or injuries to stock
or humans. The day we arrived at Danaher Cabin the
grizzly had been there, ripping into the cabin again. We
patched up the hole and did some clean-up work inside.
What a mess! Every pot, pan, cupboard and grocery item
had been sampled. There was a fresh pile of bear poop
outside which contained aluminum. It’s true what they
say about belt buckles!

Boy, was Keith steamed he couldn’t go on this
project. He had to stay home and worry about us. He ran
up his phone bill keeping track of our movements through
the Forest Service. He knew where we were and what we
were doing before we did!

On July 10-12, Nancy Stevens and Brendt and
Nancy Stoverud made a grocery run from North Fork
Trailhead up to the Limestone Forest Service trail crew.
We got “moosed” by a big bull in camp which livened
things up for a while.

In late July, Keith crawled of his sick bed (he
said he was tired of looking at his toes) and joined Kirk
and Brendt to pack in some retired smokejumpers to
Shanly Creek. They returned the following week to pick
the smokejumpers up. Christian and Liz also joined the
trip.

Keith and Nancy did two more grocery runs to
the Limestone trail crew. Dry ice does an impressive job!

Paul, Kirk, Christian and several East Slope
BCH members packed thirty sacks of hay cubes from
Benchmark over Stadler Pass to Basin Cabin.

Missoula
continued from page 2
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What have we been up to?
October 15th Day Ride in the Jette Area

The ride was lead by Scott and Bonnie Kiser and was attended by
22 riders. Of the 22 riders, 15 were brand new to the club. The
ride took about 4 hours. The weather was perfect for a sunshiny
fall ride. Scott decided to make this ride a bit different from the
norm. He made this into a Poker Ride. Each rider throughout the
ride drew a playing card. Riders were encouraged to exchange
cards until the drawing of the last card. Then you were set with
the hand you had. Prizes were given for the highest and the low-
est hands. High hand went to Kate Campbell and low hand went
to Carson Coryell, both new members as of the Oktoberfest.
Thanks to all who attended and made this a fun first event for
many riders.
Bonnie Kiser

November 7th Day Ride at Buffalo Bridge

The weather reminded all 16 riders of just what their warm
coats were for. The wind was brisk but we still had a nice
ride. We rode along the banks of the Flathead River for ap-
proximately 4 hours. Fortunately we were in terrain that
allowed us to stay low and out of the wind most of the time.
A good time was had by all. Carl and I were happy to lead
this ride and we look forward to many more.

Sincerely,
Dennese and Carl Schauss

(Thanks to Karen Tromp for the photos.)

Twila Jacobson

Carson & Co check out
the groups worst hand!

Charlie & Wanda Blakehorn

Dennese & Carl Schauss

Jeri Halford, Andy Tromp & Carl Schauss

Overlooking Flathead Lake

Charlie & Wanda Blakenhorn

Jette Ride lunch Break

Buffalo Bridge Group stays warm
for lunch

Submitted by: Bonnie Kiser
Mission Valley BCH
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Date: July 8, 2006
Registration: 8:00 am to 10:00 am
Place: Gold Creek, MT

(Exit 166 off I-90, follow the signs, 5 ½ miles)
Approximately 4 hour Ride. And we will go through a

Historic Ghost Town and Gold Dredge

Children under 12……………………… $7.00
Ride & BBQ …………………………… $15.00
Poker Hands (18 yrs & over)…………… $5.00 each
50/50 Tickets…………………………… $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00

BBQ starts at 3:00 pm and Drawings for Door Prizes to follow.

Everyone Bring YourHorse or Mule and Have Fun!

Absolutely NO Dogs on Ride!
Dogs in Camp must be on leash!

For More Information Please Contact:
Patrick George Karen Haubbert

560-1670 846-1088

Annual Family Fun Ride
Club Fund Raiser

Free Camping

Available

EveningCampfire


