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Memorandum of understanding and partnership between the Back
Country Horsemen of Montana and the Montana Wilderness Association

Since the inception of the Montana Wilderness Asso-
ciation (MWA) and the Back Country Horsemen
thirty plus years ago, the two organizations have

worked together for a lot of the same goals. The Montana
Wilderness Association published the first manual on wise
use of stock in our backcountry. Since then we have
worked on numerous Wilderness Management Plans and
wilderness designation issues together. While we have
disagreed on some issues, it is still clear that we stand for a
lot of the same values. Those being, quiet trails in a wild
setting, wildlife and traditional recreations and preserving
some of the last wild places in Montana. MWA has always
supported wise use of pack and saddle stock in keeping
with the tradition and knows of how important a role that
the stock has played in maintaining our wild places and
trails.

Montana BCH and MWA are working together to put in
writing a more formal plan and agreement for working as

partners on issues of mutual interest and compatible goals.
We have a rough draft of ideas that have so far been fully
embraced by both organizations and are moving forward to
refine the language and create a good tool and guideline for
both organizations. We look forward to comments and
help from both memberships to complete this document.

Please contact:
Dave Schilz, BCH of MT
PO Box 1745
Red Lodge, MT 59068
(406)445-9808
dlazys@aol.com

John Gatchell, Conservation Director, MWA
PO Box 635
Helena, MT 59634
(406) 443-7350 ext. 106
jgatchell@wildmontana.org

Make a note!
The post office box number for the
BCH of Montana has been changed

from 5431 to 4051.

It’s hard to keep up with them
Nancy Stevens Submitted by: Myra Mumma
BCH of Missoula

Missoula BCH Club was involved in so many work projects last summer that it was hard to keep up with them all,
but I’ll try! Our first big shindig was the National Trails Day Blue Mountain event that was organized by Barb Koepke. This
was a huge success with a lot of club participation. The parking lost was cleaned and trails from the parking lot to the lookout
were cleared. The Bitterroot Draft Club brought work horses to harrow the fields near the parking lot. Passing hikers and
riders filled out over 100 questionnaires on suggestions for improvement, such as a bigger parking lot! The club fed excellent
chili and corn bread, courtesy of Theresa Joseph, to all who showed up. The dogs even got dog biscuits! There were so many
club members coming and going that I couldn’t keep track, but participants included Paul Evenson, Don Bohne, Mike Chan-
dler, Don and Claudia Bath, Dan Tuxbury, Don Schusted, Nancy Stevens, Mike Hartkorn, Keith Guschausky and, of course,
Barb Koepke. Barb did such a tremendous job of putting the whole thing together. Thanks to all who worked so hard on this
event.

Also in June, Dan Harper and Don Barth cleared the Stuart Peak Trail in the Rattlesnake. Kirk and Liz Sybrandt
(son of Christian), Rick Sherman, Mike Chandler, Nancy Stevens and Keith Guschausky took on the Monture Trail clearing
project. They stayed at Burnt Cabin. The trails to Limestone Pass and to Hahn Pass were cleared and we also cleaned out a
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