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Gr eetings, fellow 

Back Country 

Horsemen of Montana.  

 

It seems since our last 

newsletter there's been a 

lot going on. In Febru-

ary, we had our annual 

Regional Forester meet-

ing in Missoula, where 

we were thanked for all 

our volunteer efforts. 

Thanks to all of you, last 

year we worked 17,366 

hours and traveled 

96,308 miles for a total 

value of $648,940.13. Great job!  We also discussed 

how difficult it was to receive TMO's from some Forest 

Service districts. They are working on making them more 

available.  Thanks to Rich Inman and Webmaster Dan 

Marsh, TMO's on all trails in Region 1 are now listed on 

our BCHM website.  Resource damage caused by motor-

ized vehicles was also discussed. Education and law en-

forcement would be viable solutions. The current FS 

budget is about the same as last year, but they expect 

next years budget to be cut by about 4%. We also invited 

Regional Forester Leslie Weldon, along with some of her 

staff, on an over night camp-out the last week of June. 

She accepted the offer. 
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Back Country Horsemen of Montana 

Mission Statement 

ß perpetuate the common sense use and enjoy-
ment of horses in Americaôs back country and 
wilderness. 

ß work to ensure that public lands remain open to 
recreational stock use. 

ß assist various agencies responsible for the 
maintenance and management of public lands 

ß educate, encourage, and solicit active partici-
pation in the wise and sustained use of the 
back country resource by horsemen and the 
general public, commensurate with our herit-
age. 

ß foster and encourage formation of new Back 
Country Horsemen organizations 
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On March 25-27 the Mile High Back Country 

Horsemen hosted our annual convention at the 

Copper King Hotel in Butte. Thanks to the Mile 

High Chapter for doing such an outstanding job 

of organizing this annual event. The 2012 con-

vention will be hosted by the Beartooth Chapter  

March 30th thru April 1st in Billings, MT. 
 

On April 25th Larry Durante and Barry Reiswig 

from Wyoming, Robbin Schindele from Idaho, 

John Simmons and myself met with Tim Reid, 

Chief Ranger and Ivan Kowski, Central Back 

country Office Manager of Yellowstone Nation-

al Park. We discussed common private stock 

issues, impacts and violations. The requirements 

in our National Parks vary from park to park 

and are quite different than riding in our Nation-

al Forests. I believe education is the key in 

avoiding problems encountered while riding in 

our National Parks. There are many publications 

available from the Park Service, which explain 

in detail, regulations for equine use in the Park. 

I have included some of these regulations in this 

newsletter. 
 

That same week I attended the National BCHA 

board meeting that was held in Butte this year, 

where I had the opportunity to meet fellow Back 

Country Horsemen from all around the country 

and had the opportunity to see, first hand, how 

our National organization does business. The 

Mile High Chapter also hosted this event. 

Thanks for a job well done.  
 

In closing I'd like to thank four men, Roland 

Cheek, Ken Ausk, Dennis Swift, and Duland 

Fulton who had the vision to see the need for an 

organization of horsemen that would specifical-

ly meet the needs and interests of all back coun-

try stock users. 
 

John Chepulis 

Chairman BCHM 
  

(Chairman, continued from page 1) 
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You can also read your  

newsletter on-line at  

www.bchmt.org. 
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Cross cut saw competition  
Submitted by:  Charlie OôLeary 

                                                                                                        Mile High Chapter 

And the winners are: 
 

Dave Crawford and Scott Kiser 

They are both from the Mission Valley Chapter 

14ò log in 24 seconds!  Way to go guys! 

Thanks to Gordon Ash of 

the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 

National Forest for provid-

ing the saws and instruction 

for this event. 
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Date:          July 9, 2011 
Registration:  8:00 am to 10:00 
am 
Place:  Gold Creek, MT 
(Exit 166 of  I-90, follow the signs, 5 ½ 

miles) 
 

 

 
 

Ride & BBQ ééé   $20.00/rider 

BBQ only éééé   $10.00/person 

Ride & BBQééé...$  7.00/Children under 12 

BBQ onlyéé...éé.$  5.00/Children under 12 
 

Poker Hands (18 yrs & over)ééééé   $5.00 each 

50/50 Ticketsééééééééééé   $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 
 

BBQ starts at 3:00 pm and Drawings for Door Prizes to follow. 
 

Everyone Bring Your Horse or Mule and Have Fun! 

Camping Available 

Enjoy evening campfires  
Absolutely NO Dogs on Ride!  

Dogs in Camp must be on leash! 
 

For More Information Please Contact: 

 

Dayna & Charlie Gilman   ð 846-2464 Pat & Wendy George- 846-3499 
Wade and Lonnie Murphy ð 431-1717 

Approximately 4 hour Ride .  You 

can ride through a Historic Ghost 

Town and past a Gold Dredge 
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lowed me out ï heôs quite sure-footed ï even on 

ice.  I knew he would not offer much help, so I 

took him back to the paddock and closed him in 

with his brother.  Then I rounded up some 

ñhospital socksò, MaHonôs halter and lead, and a 

couple of cookies.   The hospital socks are the 

slip-on type with rubber ñpaw printsò on the bot-

tom to keep you from slipping.  My husband re-

ceived them upon admittance to the hospital 

years ago ï I saved them.   

 Back to the pasture.  MaHon was glad to 

see me headed back her way.  I greeted her with 

a stroke and hug, followed by a cookie.  I want-

ed her to think about anything but the ice and 

falling.  I haltered her then slipped on her socks.  

All four of them.  I only had one pair of the ñno-

slipò type, so I put them on the front; figuring 

she was more of a front-wheel drive type of an 

animal.  With donkeys if you canôt get the front 

moving, nothing moves.  I slipped the regular 

tube socks on the rear.  That sweet spotted ass 

looked stunning with her bright blue socks on 

front ï she always makes me smile! 

 She was still afraid of falling, so I en-

gaged my donkey persona ïñWe have all day 

MaHonò.  I would ask with a slow, steady pull 

on the lead, if she stepped forward she got the 

instant release.  Donkeys will put their heads 

down and turn their nose to the sky when frus-

trated and/or scared.  After a couple of steps she 

did just that.  She was still not convinced that 

her slippers would keep her from falling on the 

ice.  So I gave her some slack and we set smaller  

No MaHon in the morning 
(January 26, 2011) 
By Robin Morris, BBCH  

 

 I love mornings.  Many of my friends rel-

ish a good lollygag in the morning ï but my eyes 

are open by 5:30.  Before I get out of bed I check 

the outside temperature on the thermometer that 

illuminates on our ceiling.  Turn the TV on and 

switch it to the security camera.  We have a cam-

era in the paddock and run-in shed.  I love watch-

ing that channel.  Best station we have.  Then I 

jump up, slip my barn coat over my robe, grab a 

stocking cap, put on my muck boots and mittens 

and head to the barn with the morning rations.  My 

herd of three gets a pound of steamed oats and an 

ounce each of Sho-Glo and canola oil every morn-

ing.   Should I miss MaHonôs feeding schedule 

(our Jenny Donkey), by even two minutes ï sheôs 

braying for me.  We believe that the ñboysò, our 4 

year old TWH and 2 year old John Mule, put her 

up to it as her voice ñcarries so much betterò.  An-

yhow, it makes me smile.     

 This morning, there was no braying.  I 

called their names ï and only the boys (they are 

half brothers) responded in their quiet, dignified 

murmurs and grunts (the Mule grunts).  I was wor-

ried.  I gave the boys their rations, and started 

walking out in the pitch-black pasture calling Ma-

Hon the entire time.    Finally I heard a small 

squeak that grew to an all out bray as I headed to-

wards her.   

 To back up, we have had an exceptional 

winter.  There has been snow on the ground since 

November, topped with several inches of rain that 

quickly turned to ice.  What melts during the day, 

reverts to an ice pond overnight.  With a slice of 

the moon still lighting the nightôs sky, and a warm 

evening, the herd headed out to pasture to nibble 

on the range grasses that were finally poking 

through the snow and ice.  By morning there was a 

300 square foot ice pond separating the pasture 

from the paddock - and the morning feeding.  The 

boys made it in, but MaHon did what donkeys do 

ï she slipped, she panicked, then she froze.  Don-

keys internalize their fear and simply shut down.  I 

walked out to her, and reassured her that every-

thing would be alright.  My mule, John Henry, fol-

 

(MaHon continued on page 9) 
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National Board of Directors Meeting Report 
April 26-30, 2011 
Held in Butte, MT  
 
Tuesday:  The Public Lands Meeting consisted of topics such as, getting elected officials on our side, 
revitalizing our public lands and developing a data base on storing information that has been developed 
in the past, the Forest Planning Rule, and MT reminded all that we would want to see "Historic and Tradi-
tional Useò included in the Recreational Section.  Also discussed were Americans with Disabilities and 
USFS plans, and lastly Bicycles and Horses, ñare we compatibleò? 
 
Wednesday:  Old Business  
Current membership of 12,880 members for 2010, similar numbers as 2009. 
BCHA now has 22 State organizations and 8 Affiliates. The change being South Dakota becoming a 
State Organization and a new Affiliate in Florida. 
 
The proposed Business Plan was explained by Alan Hill (Calif.) It was developed by him as well as the 
Exec.Committee of Phil Hufstader (Ore.), Larry Zauberis (Colo.), Nick Martinez (N.M.) and legal planning 
consultant Sherry Jennings. It was thought that this would increase communication, develop fund raising, 
and ensure management structure so that it would be coherent and sustainable. 
 
The new Exec. Committee would be nine members: Chair, Vice Chair, Treas., Immediate Past Chair, and 
five elected members. 
 
It was discussed at great length about if this was unconstitutional or not and finally decided it was not and 
that Robert's Rules of Order did not apply. 

(NBD continued on page 7) 


