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As  I feel the crisp, cool mornings 

and see the changing col-

ors of fall, I wonder if we 

had a summer this year. 

We seem to have accom-

plished a lot even thou it 

was short.  
 
At our spring meeting with 

Region 1, we invited 

Leslie Weldon, Regional 

Forester, and some of her 

staff to a potluck and over 

night camp-out. She ac-

cepted and on the evening 

of June 28 we held a potluck at the Monture Ranger Station 

near Ovando, MT. Thanks to all who showed up to meet 

Leslie and make this potluck a success. The evening ended 

with Forest Service and Back Country Horseman sitting 

around the campfire getting to know each other. The next 

morning, after breakfast, Smoke Elser with Dave Crawford's 

help did a horse safety class before we all mounted and head-

ed up Monture Creek to a preselected camp site. The rest of 

the day was filled with conversation with Forest Service per-

sonnel, and sharing our concerns and accomplishments. Dur-

ing this trip we all experienced ñleave no trace campingò, 

horse safety, and correct handling of our stock. A special 

thanks to Smoke Elser, Mack and Connie Long, Ken Ausk, 

Rena Johnson, Dave Crawford, Deb Schatz and members of 

the Missoula Chapter who helped with packing, cooking, set-
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Back Country Horsemen of Montana 

Mission Statement 

ß perpetuate the common sense use and enjoy-
ment of horses in Americaôs back country and 
wilderness. 

ß work to ensure that public lands remain open to 
recreational stock use. 

ß assist various agencies responsible for the 
maintenance and management of public lands 

ß educate, encourage, and solicit active partici-
pation in the wise and sustained use of the 
back country resource by horsemen and the 
general public, commensurate with our herit-
age. 

ß foster and encourage formation of new Back 
Country Horsemen organizations 
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(Chairman, continued on Page 2) 
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ñstaying connectedò 
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ting up camp etc. Forest Service personnel attending 

were Leslie Weldon, Regional Forester; Chip Weber, 

Flathead Forest Supervisor; Dave Bull, Region 1 Di-

rector; Joni Packard, Region 1 Volunteer Coordinator; 

Tim Love, District Ranger, Seeley Lake; and Shannon 

Connolly, Natural Resources Specialist, Seeley Lake. 

Thanks to everyone for making this trip a success. 
 
On Friday, September 16th, Mark Himmel, Rich Carl 

and I meet with Shannon Freix and a  PBS film crew 

at  Flesher Pass to film some footage for a Continental 

Divide Trail Documentary, to be aired next April. That  

 

 

evening, Mark & Sandy Himmel, and Bonnie and I 

attended the Coalition to Protect the Rocky Mountain 

Front's annual BBQ at the Country Club in Choteau 

MT. During the business meeting I was able to re-

affirm Backcountry Horseman of Montana's commit-

ment and support of the Rocky Mountain Front Herit-

age Act. The next day Bonnie and I helped the Char-

lie Russell Chapter with a trail project in the Little 

Belts. 
 

 

On September 24th, National Public 

Lands Day, myself, members of the 

Beartooth Chapter and Bureau of Land 

Management worked together to in-

stall a ñJohn Simmonsò gate near the 

Meeteetse Spires, south of Red Lodge 

MT. This was a fitting way to cele-

brate National Public Lands Day and 

assist the BLM in their management 

and maintenance of the resources. 
 
Now that fall is here, let's finish our 

work projects, and enjoy the beauty 

our National Forests and public lands 

have to offer. 
 
John Chepulis, Chair 

(Chairman, continued from page 1) 
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                                                      Initial Fees:                                               Renewal donation fees: 

                                                        $25 donation to sponsor                                        $25 

                                                        $10 administration cost 

                                                        $10 production cost 

 

These beautiful plates would be a nice addition to any vehicle.  Please support the sponsoring 

chapter and get yours today. 

Sponsoring 

chapter 

{ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ IƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪ wƛŘƛƴƎ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ IǳƴǝƴƎ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ 
wƛŘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘǳƴǝƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōƻǿ ƻǊ ǊƛƅŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǇŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘΣ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǝǇǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǎŀŦŜΦ 

мύ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘǳƴǝƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ aŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƘǳƴǝƴƎ 
ŀǊŜŀǎΤ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƴǝƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǊ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǝƳŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΗ 

нύ ²ŜŀǊ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƘǳƴǝƴƎ ǾŜǎǘΦ 

оύ ²ŜŀǊ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘΣ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ  

пύ ¢ƛŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǘŀƛƭ ōŀƎΣ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΦ 

рύ {Ƴŀƭƭ ōŜƭƭǎ ǝŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǝǊǊǳǇ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŀƭŜǊǘ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

сύ wƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴΤ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŬŜƭŘ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎΦ 

тύ [Ŝǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ 

уύ .Ŝ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ƻǊ ŀǊǊƻǿ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǊƛŘŜΣ ƛƴ  ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 




